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How Does a Lighthouse Work?

A lighthouse is a tall building that stands by the sea and helps ships find their way safely. Let’'s break it
down step by step:

1. The Purpose of a Lighthouse

Lighthouses are there to warn ships about dangerous places like rocks, shallow water, or cliffs. They
also help sailors know where they are and guide them to safe places, especially when it's dark or foggy.

2. The Light

At the top of a lighthouse, there is a bright light. This light can be seen from far away at sea. It usually
spins around or flashes so that sailors can identify which lighthouse they are looking at. Each lighthouse
has a different light pattern, kind of like a special signal or code!

3. The Color

Lighthouses are often painted in bright colors, such as white, red, or striped patterns. These colors help
sailors spot the lighthouse quickly when they are approaching the shore.

4. The Sound

Some lighthouses also make sounds using a foghorn. This loud noise helps sailors know where the
lighthouse is, especially when they can’t see it because of fog or rain.

5. The Shape

Lighthouses are tall so that their light can be seen from a long distance. The unique shapes of each
lighthouse also help sailors recognize them easily. Some are round, some are square, and some even
have designs like stripes or colors!

6. History

Lighthouses have been used for hundreds of years. The very first lighthouses were built by the ancient
Greeks. Today, we use advanced technology, but the main purpose remains the same - keeping sailors
safe!

Conclusion

In summary, lighthouses are important tools that help ships navigate safely across the ocean. They use
bright lights, sounds, and colors to signal ships and prevent accidents. Next time you see a lighthouse,
you'll know how it helps keep sailors safe!
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