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Why Do Sea Turtles Have Flippers?

Hey there, little explorer! Have you ever seen a sea turtle? They are really cool creatures that live in the
ocean. One of the most interesting things about sea turtles is that they have flippers instead of legs!

What Are Flippers?

Flippers are like special fins that help sea turtles swim. Imagine trying to swim with just your arms and
legs—it's not as easy, right? But with flippers, sea turtles can glide through the water smoothly, just like
a bird flies in the sky!

How Do Flippers Help?

Here’s how flippers make sea turtles so fantastic in the water:

e Swimming Faster: Flippers help sea turtles move quickly so they can catch their food, like
jellyfish and seaweed.

¢ Changing Directions: With their flippers, sea turtles can turn and twist easily, helping them
dodge predators or swim to their favorite spots.

¢ Diving Deep: Flippers allow them to dive deep underwater to find food or hide from danger.

Flippers vs. Legs
If sea turtles had legs like us, it would be really hard for them to swim. Their legs would get tired, and

they wouldn’t be able to move through the water easily. Flippers are specially designed to work best in
water, making sea turtles great swimmers!

Conclusion

So, the next time you think about sea turtles, remember how important their flippers are. They help
them swim, dive, and be the amazing creatures they are in the ocean!
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