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What are Totem Poles?
Totem poles are large wooden statues carved by Native American tribes, especially those from the
Pacific Northwest Coast of North America. They tell stories about the tribe’s history, culture, and
important events.

When did Totem Poles become Symbols?
The use of totem poles as symbols began long ago. Native Americans started carving these poles
around 1800 to 1900. Before that, they made them for practical reasons, for example, to mark a
family’s territory or to honor their ancestors.

Symbolism of Totem Poles
Each figure on a totem pole has a specific meaning. Some figures might represent family members,
animals, or important events. Over time, these designs became symbols of pride for the tribes, showing
their heritage and beliefs.

Totem Poles Today
Today, totem poles are still important symbols for indigenous cultures. People admire them, and they
are used in ceremonies and celebrations. They remind us of the rich history and stories of Native
American tribes.

In Summary
To sum it up, totem poles became symbols in the 1800s when Native American tribes started making
them to celebrate their culture and tell their stories. They are beautiful works of art that represent the
identity of these tribes.


