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What Did Vikings Value?

The Vikings, a group of seafaring Norse people from Scandinavia (modern-day Norway, Sweden, and
Denmark), had a unique set of values that shaped their society, actions, and interactions with others.
Here's a step-by-step explanation of their core values:

1. Honor and Reputation

One of the most significant values for Vikings was their honor. A person's reputation was tied closely to
their bravery in battle, their ability to keep promises, and their generosity. Achieving honor would often
mean seeking glory in raids or challenges to prove themselves.

2. Courage and Bravery

Bravery in battle was a highly esteemed quality among the Vikings. They believed that showing fear or
cowardice was shameful. This emphasis on courage led them to undertake perilous voyages and
participate in raids across Europe.

3. Loyalty and Kinship

Family ties and loyalty to one’s kin were foundational in Viking society. They valued the bonds between
family members and the tribe, often prioritizing the well-being of family above all else. Disloyalty could
lead to severe consequences.

4. Skill and Craftsmanship

Vikings valued practical skills and craftsmanship, whether it be in shipbuilding, farming, or metalwork.
They highly regarded those who could create useful tools, weapons, and art forms. Mastery of a craft
was often seen as a reflection of a person’s worth.

5. Wisdom and Knowledge

The Vikings acknowledged the importance of wisdom and knowledge, both gained through experience
and shared through stories and sagas. Their societal leaders, such as chieftains or kings, were expected
to be wise and articulate leaders who guided their followers.

6. Religion and Spirituality

Viking society placed great importance on their beliefs in Norse mythology and the pantheon of gods
such as Odin, Thor, and Freyja. They valued the connection to their gods, which influenced their actions,
decisions, and understanding of the world.

7. Hospitality and Generosity

Generosity and hospitality were key cultural norms among the Vikings. They believed in sharing what
they had, especially with guests, and this hospitality would often extend to neighbors and allies.

Conclusion

In summary, the Vikings valued honor, bravery, loyalty, craftsmanship, wisdom, spirituality, and
generosity. These values were intertwined and influenced how they lived, interacted with others, and
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shaped their legendary culture and society.
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