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Materials Needed:
Copy of John Steinbeck's "The Pearl"
Notebook or journal
Pen or pencil
Optional: Access to online resources for background information on Steinbeck or parables

Lesson Activities: Diving Deep into The Pearl

1. Introduction: What is Treasure? (15 mins)

Welcome! Today, we're exploring John Steinbeck's powerful novella, "The Pearl." Steinbeck often
wrote about the struggles of ordinary people. This story is like a parable – a simple story used to
illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson.

Think about it: What does wealth mean to you? Can something initially good turn bad? Let's keep
these questions in mind as we dive into the world of Kino, a poor pearl diver.

2. Reading & First Impressions (Focus: Chapters 1-3) (45 mins)

Read Chapters 1-3 of "The Pearl." As you read, jot down notes in your journal:

Describe Kino's family life before the pearl.
What is the significance of the scorpion sting? How do others react?
How does Kino find the pearl? Describe the "Pearl of the World."
What are Kino's initial dreams associated with the pearl?
Note any changes you see in Kino or the community *immediately* after the pearl's discovery.

Discussion: Let's talk about your initial thoughts. How did the discovery feel? Was it purely joyful,
or were there hints of trouble?

3. Character Constellations (Focus: Kino, Juana, Doctor) (30 mins)

Let's map out the main characters:

Kino: What are his strengths and weaknesses? How does the pearl change his personality and
motivations? Find specific examples in the text.
Juana: What are her key traits? How does she view the pearl differently from Kino? Is she
stronger or weaker than Kino?
The Doctor: What does he represent? How does he treat Kino before and after the pearl?

Activity: In your notebook, write a paragraph describing the central conflict for each character.

4. Symbols & Themes Hunt (Focus: Chapters 4-6) (45 mins)

Read Chapters 4-6, finishing the novella.

As you read, be a detective! Look for these key elements:
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Symbols: What deeper meanings might these hold?
The Pearl (its changing appearance)
The Canoe (Kino's heritage)
The Scorpion (evil, fate)
The Songs (Kino's emotions: Song of the Family, Song of Evil, Song of the Pearl That
Might Be)

Themes: What big ideas is Steinbeck exploring?
Greed and its destructive power
Social injustice and oppression (rich vs. poor)
Appearance vs. Reality (the pearl's beauty vs. its effect)
Fate vs. Free Will
The loss of innocence

Discussion: Which symbol do you find most powerful? Which theme resonates most with you? How
does the ending illustrate these themes?

5. Modern Parables & Reflection (20 mins)

"The Pearl" is a cautionary tale. Can you think of modern situations where people desire something
(wealth, fame, power) that ends up bringing them misery?

Reflection Questions (Journal or Discuss):

What is the ultimate message of "The Pearl"?
Did Kino have any choice in his fate, or was it inevitable?
If you found a 'pearl' (something of great value or potential), how might you handle it
differently than Kino?
What lessons from Kino's story are relevant today?

Wrap-up:

Steinbeck's novella leaves us with much to think about regarding human nature, society, and the
real meaning of value. Great work exploring its depths today!


