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Objective

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to understand the life and accomplishments of Christopher
Columbus.

Materials and Prep

¢ Pen or pencil
¢ Blank paper or notebook
e Access to a computer or library for research

Prior to the lesson, make sure to familiarize yourself with the basic facts about Christopher Columbus
and have some reliable sources for reference.

Activities

1. Start by researching Christopher Columbus. Use books or reliable online resources to gather
information about his life, voyages, and impact on history. Take notes on important facts and
interesting details.

2. Write a short biography of Christopher Columbus. Include key information such as his
birthplace, reasons for his voyages, major accomplishments, and any controversies
surrounding his legacy.

3. Create a timeline of Christopher Columbus' life and voyages. Include important dates and
events, such as his first voyage to the Americas and the establishment of Spanish colonies.

4. Design a map showing Christopher Columbus' voyages. Include the route he took, important
landmarks he encountered, and any discoveries he made.

5. Present your findings to a family member or friend. Use your biography, timeline, and map to
share the story of Christopher Columbus and his impact on history.

Fifth Grade Talking Points

¢ "Christopher Columbus was an Italian explorer who is credited with discovering the Americas."

¢ "He sailed across the Atlantic Ocean in 1492, funded by the Spanish monarchy."

¢ "Columbus believed he had reached Asia, but he had actually arrived in the Caribbean islands."

¢ "His voyages opened up a new era of exploration and colonization, leading to the eventual
establishment of European colonies in the Americas."

¢ "Columbus' voyages had a significant impact on world history, connecting Europe, Africa, and
the Americas through trade and cultural exchange."

¢ "There is ongoing debate and controversy surrounding Columbus' treatment of indigenous
peoples and the long-term consequences of European colonization."

¢ "Today, Columbus is remembered and celebrated on Columbus Day, a holiday observed in
many countries."
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