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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to analyze and interpret the themes and symbolism
in the novel "Animal Farm" by George Orwell.

Materials and Prep

e Copy of the novel "Animal Farm" by George Orwell
e Pen or pencil
* Notebook or paper for taking notes

Activities

1. Pre-Reading Activity: Predict the Plot

Ask the student to read the title and look at the cover of the book. Have them write down their
predictions about the plot and themes of the story based on these initial impressions. Discuss
their predictions and encourage them to think critically about the possible themes and
messages the author might convey.

2. Reading Activity: Chapter Analysis

Assign the student to read a specific chapter or a set number of pages from the novel. Ask
them to take notes while reading, focusing on important events, character development, and
any symbolism they notice. After they finish reading, have a discussion about their
observations and interpretations.

3. Writing Activity: Character Analysis

Choose one of the main characters from the novel and ask the student to write a character
analysis. They should describe the character's traits, motivations, and role in the story.
Encourage them to provide evidence from the text to support their analysis.

4. Discussion Activity: Themes and Symbolism

Engage in a guided discussion about the themes and symbolism present in the novel. Use
specific examples from the text to explore the themes of power, corruption, propaganda, and
the dangers of totalitarianism. Encourage the student to express their own opinions and
interpretations.

5. Extension Activity: Creative Project

Allow the student to choose a creative project related to the novel. They could create a visual
representation of a key scene, write a poem inspired by the themes, or even create a short
skit. Provide guidance and feedback as they work on their project.
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Talking Points

e "Animal Farm" is an allegorical novel written by George Orwell, using animals to represent
different characters and symbolize political events.

e The novel explores themes such as power, corruption, inequality, and the dangers of
totalitarianism.

e The character of Napoleon represents Joseph Stalin, while Snowball represents Leon Trotsky.

e The animals' rebellion against the humans reflects the Russian Revolution and the
establishment of the Soviet Union.

e The use of propaganda and manipulation is a significant aspect of the story, highlighting how
those in power can control and deceive the masses.

e The novel serves as a critique of totalitarian regimes and a warning about the abuse of power.

¢ Discuss the importance of recognizing and questioning authority, as well as the potential
consequences of blindly following leaders.

e Encourage the student to analyze the characters' actions and motivations, considering how
they contribute to the overall themes of the novel.

e Explore the symbolism of key elements in the story, such as the windmill, the Seven
Commandments, and the changing of the farm's name.

e Discuss the relevance of the novel's themes in today's society and encourage the student to
make connections to real-world events.
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