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Materials Needed:
A children's book about construction (e.g., "Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site" by Sherri
Duskey Rinker, "Building a House" by Byron Barton, or similar age-appropriate book)
Paper (plain and/or construction paper)
Crayons, markers, or colored pencils
List of key vocabulary words (see below)
Optional: Building blocks (like LEGOs or wooden blocks)

Lesson Activities:

1. Introduction: Build Some Excitement! (5 minutes)

Let's talk about building! What kinds of things do construction workers build? (Houses, roads, bridges,
skyscrapers). What tools and machines do they use? Have you ever seen a building being built? What
did it look like?

2. Vocabulary Blueprint (5-10 minutes)

Before we read, let's learn some cool construction words! Show and explain these words:

Blueprint: A special drawing that shows how to build something. It's like a map for builders!
Foundation: The strong base that a building sits on, usually underground.
Crane: A tall machine with a long arm used to lift heavy things high up.
Structure: The way something is built or put together. A house is a structure.
Materials: The stuff used to build things (like wood, bricks, steel, concrete).

Practice saying the words together. Maybe act them out (e.g., pretend to be a tall crane).

3. Reading Construction Zone (15-20 minutes)

Let's read our book about construction! Read the chosen book aloud together. Pause often:

Ask questions about the pictures: "What is that machine doing?" "What materials do you see?"
Ask predicting questions: "What do you think they will build next?"
Use the vocabulary words: "Look, they are checking the blueprint!" "That crane is lifting steel
beams!"
Ask comprehension questions: "Who is working on the site?" "What are they building?" "Where is
the foundation?"

4. Main Idea & Details Dig (10 minutes)

After reading, let's figure out the main idea. What was the story MOSTLY about? (e.g., How construction
vehicles work together, how a house is built). Now, let's find some important details. What were some
specific things that happened or specific machines mentioned that support that main idea?

5. Creative Construction Activity (15 minutes)

Choose one:

Draw & Label: Draw your favorite part of the construction process from the book, or design your
own building! Label at least two parts using our new vocabulary words (e.g., point an arrow to the
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base and write 'foundation').
Block Building: Using building blocks, try to build a simple structure like a house or a bridge.
Talk about the steps as you build. "First, I need a strong foundation..."

6. Wrap-up Wrecking Ball (5 minutes)

Great job today, builder! Let's quickly review. Can you tell me what a blueprint is? What does a crane
do? What was the main idea of our story? Show me your awesome drawing or structure!


