Fortnite Physics Explained: Mastering Gravity & Projectile Motion for Better Gameplay / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

Fortnite Physics Force: Understanding Motion
and Gravity!

Hey! Ever wonder why your character falls back down after jumping in Fortnite, or how the game
calculates where your shots land? That's all thanks to Physics! Today, we're going to explore some basic
physics principles that you see *every time* you play Fortnite.

Part 1: Gravity - What Goes Up Must Come Down!

Think about jumping in Fortnite. You go up, but you always come back down, right? That's gravity!
Gravity is the invisible force that pulls objects towards each other. On Earth, it pulls everything towards
the center of the planet.

Activity 1: Gravity Drop

¢ |In Fortnite: Think about dropping from the Battle Bus. You accelerate downwards towards the
island. Why don't you just float? Gravity!

¢ Real-World Mini-Experiment (Optional): Take two objects of different weights (like a crumpled
paper ball and an eraser). Hold them at the same height and drop them simultaneously. What do
you observe? (Ignoring air resistance, they should hit the ground at roughly the same time!).
Physics says gravity accelerates all objects equally, regardless of their mass (in a vacuum).
Fortnite simulates this, though sometimes game developers tweak gravity for fun!

¢ Discussion: How does gravity affect your movement in Fortnite? (Falling off buildings, jump
fatigue, glider deployment). Does the gravity in Fortnite feel exactly like real life? Why might
game developers change it slightly?

Part 2: Projectile Motion - Aim High (or Not)!

Whenever you throw a grenade, launch a rocket, or fire a weapon with 'bullet drop' (like a sniper rifle) in
Fortnite, you're dealing with projectile motion.

A projectile is any object thrown or shot into the air. Its path is affected by two main things:

1. Initial Velocity: How fast and in what direction it starts moving (the speed and angle you
shoot/throw).
2. Gravity: The constant downward pull we just talked about!

This combination creates a curved path, called a trajectory.
Activity 2: Analyzing Trajectories

¢ In Fortnite: Think about aiming a sniper rifle at a distant opponent. Do you aim directly at them, or
slightly above? Why? (You need to aim higher to account for the bullet dropping due to gravity
over distance). Think about throwing a grenade - you have to arc it to get it where you want it to
go.

¢ Visualize: Draw a simple diagram. If you throw something straight forward, draw the curved path
it takes as gravity pulls it down. Now draw the path if you throw it upwards at an angle. How does
the path change?

¢ Simulator Fun (Optional): Explore an online projectile motion simulator (like PhET). Change the
initial speed and angle. How does the trajectory change? How does this relate to aiming different
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weapons or throwing items in Fortnite?
¢ Discussion: How does understanding projectile motion help you in Fortnite? (Better aiming with
certain weapons, predicting grenade throws, using launch pads effectively).

Part 3: Putting It All Together - Physics in Action

Physics isn't just about falling and shooting. It's in almost everything!

¢ Building: Why do structures need support? Forces and stability!

¢ Impulse Grenades/Shockwave Grenades: These apply a sudden force (impulse) to launch
players.

e The Storm: It applies a constant damaging effect (like a negative force field).

Activity 3: Fortnite Physics Challenge

¢ Think about one specific item or action in Fortnite (e.g., using a Launch Pad, driving a vehicle, the
effect of low-gravity zones).

¢ Describe the physics principles at play. How are gravity, forces, or motion involved?

e Write down your explanation or explain it out loud. How does understanding the physics behind it
help you use it better in the game?

Wrap-up & Assessment

Today we saw how basic physics concepts like gravity and projectile motion are constantly at work,
even in a virtual world like Fortnite!

Quick Questions:

What force pulls your character back to the ground after jumping?

What is the curved path of a thrown object called?

Why do you need to aim higher with some weapons when shooting at far distances in Fortnite?
Give one example of how knowing physics could help you play Fortnite better.

W=

Awesome job exploring the physics behind Fortnite! Keep observing, and you'll see physics everywhere!
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