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Drifting into Words: The Art of Persuasive & Technical
Writing
Grade Level: 12

Subject: Language Arts

Time Allotment: Approx. 90-120 minutes

Lesson Activities:

1. Introduction & Hook (15 minutes)

Begin with a conversation about drifting. What makes it exciting? What skills are involved?
What are common perceptions or misconceptions about it?
Watch 1-2 short, dynamic videos showcasing professional drifting (ensure content
appropriateness). Discuss initial reactions: What did you notice about the driver's control? The
car's movement? The audience's reaction?
Introduce the core idea: Drifting is a complex activity requiring immense skill and technical
understanding. We can use this high-interest topic to practice powerful writing techniques –
persuasion and clear technical explanation.

2. Research Deep Dive (30-40 minutes)

Task: Choose ONE specific aspect of drifting to research. Potential topics:
The physics principles behind initiating and maintaining a drift (e.g., weight transfer,
traction, oversteer, counter-steer).
A specific drifting technique explained (e.g., clutch kick, handbrake initiation, feint
technique, power over).
Key modifications made to cars for drifting and their purpose (e.g., suspension,
differential, steering angle).
The difference between competitive drifting and illegal street activities.
The judging criteria in professional drifting competitions.

Use reliable online sources (motorsport websites, reputable car magazines/blogs, physics
explanations, technical tutorials). Take notes on key facts, terminology, and processes.
While researching, pay attention to *how* the information is presented. Is it trying to persuade,
inform, or entertain? How does the author build credibility or excitement?

3. Writing Workshop: Choose Your Track (40-50 minutes)

Select ONE writing task based on your research:
Option A (Persuasive): Write a short essay arguing that drifting is a legitimate and
skillful motorsport, not just reckless driving. Consider addressing safety concerns and
highlighting the precision required. Imagine you're writing for someone skeptical about
drifting.
Option B (Technical/Expository): Write a clear, step-by-step explanation of the
drifting technique or concept you researched. Use precise language and define any
technical terms. Assume your reader understands basic car concepts but is new to
drifting. Analogies might be helpful.
Option C (Creative Non-Fiction/Descriptive): Write a descriptive piece capturing the
sensory experience and mental focus involved in executing a drift (even if imagined
based on videos/research). Focus on using vivid verbs, sensory details (sound, sight,
feeling), and conveying the intensity or flow state.
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Begin drafting your chosen piece. Focus on:
A clear purpose and introduction.
Logical organization of ideas/steps.
Accurate incorporation of researched details.
Appropriate tone and vocabulary for your chosen audience/purpose.

4. Self-Assessment & Sharing (10-15 minutes)

Reread your draft. Does it meet the goals of the option you chose?
Identify one specific area that works well and one area that could be clearer or more impactful.
Share a key point or a favorite sentence/paragraph from your draft and explain why you chose
it or what you were trying to achieve.
Discuss: How did focusing on a topic you enjoy influence your writing process?

5. Wrap-up & Extension (5 minutes)

Recap how researching and writing about a passion like drifting utilizes important Language
Arts skills (research, analysis, clear communication, persuasive techniques, adapting to
audience).
Assignment/Extension: Revise the draft based on your self-assessment. You could also try
writing one of the *other* options, research another drifting aspect, or analyze the rhetoric in a
specific drifting video or article.


