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Objective
By the end of this lesson, Madelynn will be able to identify different types of insects and understand
their importance in the ecosystem.

Materials and Prep
Field guide to insects
Magnifying glass
Notebook and pen
Outdoor space for exploration

No prior knowledge needed, just a curious mind ready to learn about insects!

Activities
Insect Hunt: Head outdoors with your field guide and magnifying glass to search for different
insects. Try to identify as many as you can and note down their characteristics in your
notebook.
Insect Observation: Choose one insect you find interesting and observe its behavior for a
few minutes. Write down what you see and any questions that come to mind.
Insect Drawing: Pick your favorite insect from the day and try to draw it in your notebook.
Pay attention to details like the number of legs, wings, and body segments.

Talking Points
"Insects are small creatures with three body segments: head, thorax, and abdomen. They play
a crucial role in pollination and decomposition in nature."
"Did you know that there are over a million known species of insects? They come in various
shapes, sizes, and colors, making them fascinating to study."
"Some insects like bees are important pollinators, helping plants reproduce. Others like ants
are efficient decomposers, breaking down organic matter in the soil."
"Insects have different ways of protecting themselves. Some use camouflage to blend in with
their surroundings, while others have stingers or bright colors to warn predators."
"Remember, insects are not just pests but essential parts of the ecosystem. By learning more
about them, we can appreciate their diversity and importance in nature."


