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Macro Magic: Unveiling the World Up Close!
Get ready to see the world like never before! Macro photography lets us take pictures of tiny things,
making them look huge and revealing amazing details we normally miss. It's like having superpowers
for your eyes!

What We'll Explore Today:
What IS Macro Photography? We'll define what makes a photo 'macro'.
Gear Check: What tools do we need for our tiny adventure?
Tiny Subject Hunt: Finding cool things to photograph up close.
Getting Steady & Focused: Techniques for sharp close-up shots.
Light It Up! How light changes everything in macro photos.
Tiny Compositions: Making your small subjects look awesome.
Photo Shoot! Time to practice your new skills.
Show and Tell: Looking at our amazing discoveries.

Let's Dive In!

1. What is Macro Photography?

Macro photography is extreme close-up photography where the subject in the picture is life-size or
larger. Think of taking a picture of a ladybug where it fills almost the entire photo! It helps us see
intricate details, textures, and patterns that are invisible or barely visible to the naked eye.

2. Gear Check

Grab your camera! Does it have a special 'flower' or 'macro' symbol setting? That's what we'll use. If
you have a separate macro lens, even better! A tripod is super helpful because even tiny movements
get magnified when you're this close, but we can also try bracing our hands. Find your light source –
a bright window or a lamp can work wonders.

3. Tiny Subject Hunt

Look around you! What small things could be interesting up close?

Indoors: Screws, fabric weaves, keyboard keys, salt or sugar crystals, details on a coin, toy
parts.
Outdoors (Be safe and respectful!): Flower centers, insect wings (if you find one resting!),
leaves, textured bark, dewdrops.

Gather a few potential subjects. Note down what you think might look cool up close in your
notebook.

4. Getting Steady & Focused

This is tricky but important!

Stability: If you have a tripod, use it! If not, try resting your camera on a book or lean your
elbows on a table. Hold your breath when you press the shutter!
Focus: Your camera might struggle to focus this close. Try switching to manual focus (MF) if
you can, or gently move the camera back and forth until the key part of your subject looks
sharpest in the viewfinder or on the screen. Often, only a very small part will be perfectly sharp
– that's called 'shallow depth of field' and it's common in macro!



macro photography / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

May 7, 2024 - Page 2 of 2

5. Light It Up!

Light is CRUCIAL.

Natural Light: Soft, indirect light from a window is often beautiful. Avoid harsh direct sunlight
which creates strong shadows.
Artificial Light: A desk lamp can help. Try shining it from the side to bring out textures. Be
careful with the built-in flash – it can be too harsh. You could try taping a piece of tissue paper
over it to soften ('diffuse') the light.

Experiment! See how moving the light changes how your subject looks.

6. Tiny Compositions

Even tiny scenes need good composition!

Fill the Frame: Get close enough so your subject takes up most of the picture.
Focus Point: Decide what the most important part is (like an insect's eye or the center of a
flower) and make sure THAT is sharp.
Angles: Don't just shoot from above. Try getting down to your subject's level.

7. Photo Shoot Time!

Okay, choose your first subject. Set up your camera using the macro setting. Position your lighting.
Use your stability techniques. Try focusing carefully. Take several shots, maybe changing the angle
or the lighting slightly between each one. Repeat with a couple of different subjects.

8. Show and Tell

Load your photos onto a computer or tablet if possible, or just review them on your camera screen.

Which photos are your favorites? Why?
Which ones are sharpest?
Did you discover any surprising details you hadn't noticed before?
What challenges did you face (focusing, lighting, keeping still)?

Talk about what you discovered. What worked well? What would you try differently next time?

Wrap Up
Great job exploring the miniature world! You've learned what macro photography is, what gear
helps, how to find subjects, the importance of focus, stability, and light, and how to compose your
tiny shots. Keep practicing – the world is full of amazing tiny details waiting to be photographed!


