Poem structure and meaning. Meets California educational standard RL.7.5 / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

Objective

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to analyze the structure and meaning of poems in order to
deepen your understanding and appreciation of poetry.

Materials and Prep

Poems for analysis (can be found online or in poetry books)
Paper and pen for note-taking

Highlighters or colored pencils

Quiet study space

No prior knowledge required, just an open mind and willingness to explore poetry!
Activities

1. Poem Structure Scavenger Hunt: Choose a poem and identify its rhyme scheme, meter, and
stanza structure. Highlight these elements and write notes on how they contribute to the overall
meaning of the poem.

2. Theme Exploration: Select a different poem and analyze its themes. What messages or
emotions is the poet trying to convey? How do the structure and form of the poem enhance these
themes?

3. Collaborative Analysis: Share a poem with a family member or friend and discuss your
interpretations of its structure and meaning. Compare your insights and see if you both notice
similar or different aspects of the poem.

Talking Points

¢ Poetry Structure: "Poems have a specific structure that includes elements like rhyme scheme,
meter, and stanza formation. These elements help create a rhythm and flow in the poem."

¢ Meaning in Poetry: "The meaning of a poem goes beyond just the words on the page. It involves
understanding the themes, emotions, and messages that the poet is trying to communicate
through their choice of words and structure."

¢ Interpretation: "It's important to remember that poetry can be interpreted in different ways.
Your interpretation of a poem is valid as long as you can support it with evidence from the text."

¢ Appreciating Poetry: "By analyzing the structure and meaning of poems, we can deepen our
appreciation for the art form and gain insights into the human experience that poets often express
through their work."
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