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Objective
By the end of this lesson, you will have a better understanding of the Vietnam War and the Battle of Ia
Drang depicted in the film "We Were Soldiers". You will also develop critical thinking skills by analyzing
the historical accuracy and impact of the movie.

Materials and Prep
Access to watch the film "We Were Soldiers"
Notebook and pen for taking notes
Basic understanding of the Vietnam War

Activities
Movie Viewing: Watch the film "We Were Soldiers" and take notes on key events, characters,
and themes.
Historical Research: Research the Battle of Ia Drang and its significance in the Vietnam War.
Compare the movie's portrayal with historical accounts.
Character Analysis: Choose a character from the film and analyze their role in the battle.
Discuss their motivations, actions, and impact.

Talking Points
Introduction to the Vietnam War: "The Vietnam War was a complex and controversial conflict
that took place in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia from 1955 to 1975."
The Battle of Ia Drang: "The Battle of Ia Drang was one of the first major battles between the
United States Army and the North Vietnamese Army. It took place in November 1965 in the Ia
Drang Valley of South Vietnam."
Key Themes in the Film: "The film 'We Were Soldiers' explores themes of leadership, sacrifice,
and the brutal realities of war. Pay attention to how these themes are portrayed."
Historical Accuracy: "While movies often take creative liberties, it's important to distinguish
between fact and fiction. Research the actual events of the Battle of Ia Drang to understand the
accuracy of the film."
Impact of the Battle: "The Battle of Ia Drang had a significant impact on the Vietnam War and
the strategies employed by both sides. Consider how this battle influenced the course of the
conflict."


