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Atlas Expedition: Uncovering World
Connections
Materials Needed:

Scholastic Atlas of the World
Notebook or journal
Pen or pencil
Access to news sources (online or print, optional)

Lesson Activities:

1. Introduction & Atlas Scavenger Hunt (15 mins)

Teacher: "Today, we're embarking on a journey through the pages of the Scholastic Atlas of the World.
Think of this atlas not just as a book of maps, but as a key to understanding different places, people,
and how our world is connected. Let's start by getting familiar with it."

Activity: Conduct a brief scavenger hunt. Ask the student to find specific features like:

The table of contents and index.
The legend or key for physical maps.
A map showing world climate zones.
The longest river on a specific continent.
The capital city of a chosen country.
A thematic map (e.g., population density, languages).

Discussion: Briefly discuss the purpose of each feature found.

2. Deep Dive: Region Exploration (30 mins)

Teacher: "Now, let's choose a region that sparks your interest. Flip through the atlas â€“ maybe a
place you've heard about recently, somewhere you'd like to visit, or a place that looks dramatically
different from where we live."

Activity:

The student selects a continent or large region (e.g., Southeast Asia, West Africa, South America).1.
Using the atlas, the student reads about and records key information in their notebook about the2.
chosen region, focusing on:

Major physical features (mountains, rivers, deserts).
Climate patterns.
Key natural resources mentioned.
Major countries and cities within the region.
Any interesting cultural or economic facts presented.

Discussion: "Tell me about the region you chose. What did you find most interesting or surprising? How
do the physical features seem to influence where people live or what resources are important there?"
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3. Comparative Geography (20 mins)

Teacher: "Geography isn't just about one place; it's also about comparing and contrasting. Let's pick
another region, perhaps one with very different characteristics from your first choice."

Activity:

The student selects a second region.1.
Briefly scan the atlas for key features of this second region (similar to the previous step, but less2.
detailed notes needed).
Create a simple comparison chart in the notebook (or discuss verbally), highlighting 2-3 key3.
differences and 1-2 similarities between the two regions (e.g., climate, terrain, dominant
economic activity suggested by resources).

Discussion: "How does your second region compare to the first? What are the most striking differences
based on the atlas information? Do you see any surprising similarities?"

4. Connecting Geography to Current Events (Optional Extension, 15 mins)

Teacher: "Geography often plays a role in events happening around the world. Can you think of any
current news stories that might relate to one of the regions we looked at?"

Activity (Optional): If time permits and interest allows, briefly look up a news headline related to one
of the chosen regions. Discuss how the region's location, resources, climate, or terrain might be relevant
to the event.

5. Wrap-up & Reflection (10 mins)

Discussion: "What did you learn today by exploring the atlas? Did looking closely at the maps change
how you think about different parts of the world? What's one question you still have, or one place you'd
like to learn more about using the atlas in the future?" Encourage the student to articulate their main
takeaway from the lesson.


