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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to write a descriptive essay about gymnastics,
demonstrating their understanding of key writing elements.

Materials and Prep

¢ Pen/pencil
¢ Paper or notebook
e Access to gymnastics-related resources (books, websites, videos, etc.)

No specific prior knowledge is required for this lesson.
Activities
1. Warm-up: Brainstorming

Begin by asking the student to brainstorm everything they know or think about gymnastics.
Encourage them to think about different aspects such as gymnastics equipment, famous
gymnasts, different types of gymnastics routines, and the physical demands of the sport. Give
them around 5-10 minutes to write down their thoughts.

2. Research and Note-taking

Next, instruct the student to conduct research on gymnastics using the provided resources or
any other reliable sources they have access to. They should take notes on interesting facts,
key details, and any specific aspects of gymnastics they find fascinating.

3. Organizing ldeas

Once the student has gathered enough information, guide them in organizing their thoughts.
They can create an outline or a mind map to structure their essay. Encourage them to identify
key points and supporting details that will make their essay informative and engaging.

4. Drafting the Essay

Using the outline or mind map as a guide, have the student write the first draft of their
descriptive essay about gymnastics. Emphasize the importance of using descriptive language,
vivid imagery, and sensory details to bring their writing to life.

5. Peer Review and Revision

Pair the student with a peer or family member and have them exchange essays. Instruct them
to provide constructive feedback on each other's work, focusing on clarity, organization, and
the use of descriptive language. After receiving feedback, the student should revise and edit
their essay accordingly.

6. Finalizing the Essay

Once the revisions are complete, guide the student in finalizing their essay. Encourage them to
proofread for grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors. They can also add any finishing
touches, such as an engaging introduction and a satisfying conclusion.
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Eighth Grade Talking Points

"Gymnastics is a sport that combines strength, flexibility, and grace."

"Gymnastics can be traced back to ancient Greece, where it was an integral part of physical
education."”

"There are different types of gymnastics, including artistic gymnastics, rhythmic gymnastics,
and trampoline gymnastics."

"Gymnastics routines often include elements such as flips, twists, balances, and jumps."
"Gymnastics requires dedication, discipline, and perseverance to master various skills and
techniques."

"Famous gymnasts like Simone Biles and Nadia Comaneci have made significant contributions
to the sport and inspired many aspiring gymnasts."

"Gymnastics not only develops physical abilities but also enhances mental focus, body
awareness, and self-confidence."
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