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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will have a comprehensive understanding of the Cold War, its
key events, and its impact on global politics. They will be able to identify major figures, dates, and
ideologies that defined the era, and express their thoughts creatively through discussion and
activities.

Materials and Prep
Notebook and pen for notes and reflections
Access to a computer or device for research (optional)
Art supplies (colored pencils, markers, paper) for creative activities
Printed timeline of the Cold War (can be created beforehand)

Activities
Cold War Timeline Creation:

The student will create a timeline of significant events during the Cold War, highlighting at
least ten key events. They can use drawings or symbols to represent each event, making it
visually engaging.

Debate: Capitalism vs. Communism:

The student will engage in a friendly debate, taking on the role of either a capitalist or a
communist. They will prepare arguments to defend their assigned ideology, helping them
understand the perspectives of both sides during the Cold War.

Creative Storytelling:

The student will write a short story or a diary entry from the perspective of a teenager living
during the Cold War. This will allow them to explore the social and cultural impacts of the era
on everyday life.

Cold War Quiz Game:

The student will create a quiz game with questions based on their research and the timeline
they created. They can challenge family members or friends to test their knowledge of the
Cold War.

Talking Points
"The Cold War was not a traditional war; it was a struggle for power and influence between
the United States and the Soviet Union."
"Key events like the Cuban Missile Crisis and the Berlin Wall symbolize the tensions of this
period."
"The ideologies of capitalism and communism were at the heart of the Cold War conflict."
"Many people lived in fear of nuclear war during the Cold War; how do you think that affected
their daily lives?"
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"Leaders like John F. Kennedy and Nikita Khrushchev played crucial roles in shaping the Cold
War."
"The Cold War influenced art, music, and literature, showing how culture can reflect political
tensions."
"The end of the Cold War in 1991 marked a significant shift in global politics; what do you
think changed?"


