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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to understand and solve basic algebraic equations,
recognize variables, and apply algebraic concepts to real-world scenarios. The student will also
develop problem-solving skills and gain confidence in their ability to work with algebra.

Materials and Prep

e Paper and pencil for writing and calculations

e A comfortable workspace free of distractions

¢ A timer (optional, for timed challenges)

e Basic understanding of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division

Activities

¢ Algebraic Treasure Hunt: Create a treasure hunt where each clue is an algebraic equation
that the student must solve to find the next clue. For example, "If x + 3 = 7, what is x?" This
will make solving equations feel like an adventure!

 Variable Story Creation: Ask the student to create a short story that includes characters
represented by variables. For instance, "If Alice (A) has 3 apples and Bob (B) has twice as
many, how many apples do they have together?" This helps in visualizing variables in real-life
scenarios.

¢ Equation Relay Race: Set up a relay race where the student must solve a series of equations
to move to the next station. Each station has a different equation to solve, and they can time
themselves to see how quickly they can complete the course!

Talking Points

e "Algebra is like a puzzle! We use letters to stand for numbers we don’t know yet."

e "When we see an equation, it’s like a balance scale. Whatever we do to one side, we must do to
the other side to keep it balanced!"

e "Variables can represent anything! Think of them as mystery boxes. We need to figure out
what’s inside!"

e "Solving equations is just like following a recipe. You have to do things in the right order to get
the correct answer!"

e "Algebra helps us solve real-life problems, like figuring out how much money we need for a toy
or how many friends we can invite to a party!"

e "Don’t worry if you make mistakes! Every mistake is a step towards learning something new!"

August 9, 2024 - Page 1 of 1



