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Claymation Creations: Bringing Art to Life
Frame by Frame!

Ready to make art that moves? Today, we're diving into the wonderfully wiggly world of Claymation! It's
a type of stop-motion animation where artists sculpt characters and scenes out of clay and bring them
to life, one picture at a time. Think of classics like 'Wallace & Gromit' or 'Gumby' - that's Claymation!

What is Claymation? (A Mini Art History Look)

Claymation is a specific technique within the broader art form of stop-motion animation. The magic
happens through 'persistence of vision' - our eyes blend slightly different still images shown quickly in
sequence, creating the illusion of movement. Creating Claymation requires incredible patience and
attention to detail. Artists carefully sculpt figures and then move them tiny amounts between each
photograph (frame). Hundreds, even thousands, of frames are needed for just a few minutes of
animation! It's a testament to artistic dedication and storytelling.

Key Concepts

Frame-by-Frame: Taking individual photos of slight changes.

Character Design: Creating expressive figures from clay.

Movement & Timing: Planning how characters move and how fast. Small movements = slow
action, bigger movements = faster action.

Set & Lighting: Creating a simple stage and ensuring consistent light so your animation doesn't
flicker.

Activity 1: Design Your Star!

Let's create your Claymation character!

1. Sketch: Grab your paper and pencil. Brainstorm simple character ideas. Think basic shapes -
balls, logs, teardrops. Keep it simple for your first animation! A bouncing ball, a wiggling worm, or
a character that can easily change expression works well. Sketch your chosen character from a
few angles.

2. Sculpt: Choose your clay colors. Start molding your character based on your sketch. Make sure it
can stand on its own (or be easily propped up). Focus on a clear shape. Does it have eyes? A
mouth? Keep features simple enough to be easily changed or moved slightly.

Activity 2: Let's Animate!

Time to bring your character to life!

1. Set the Stage: Find a stable surface. Place your plain background. Set up your phone/tablet
securely on the tripod or stand, pointing at the background. Make sure it won't wobble! Turn on
your lamp for consistent lighting.

2. Open the App: Launch your chosen stop-motion app. Familiarize yourself with the basic controls

(usually a button to capture a frame).

Position Character: Place your character on the 'stage’ in its starting position.

4. Capture Frame 1: Take the first picture using the app.
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5. Make a TINY Move: Move your character *very slightly* in the direction you want it to go, or
change a small part of it (e.g., start to raise an arm).

6. Capture Frame 2: Take the second picture.

7. Repeat: Continue making tiny movements and taking pictures. Aim for at least 10-15 frames for a
very short animation. Remember: Consistency is key! Try a simple action like a wave, a slide
across the screen, or a squish-and-stretch.

8. Playback: Use the app's playback feature to watch your animation! Adjust the playback speed
(frames per second) if possible.

Viewing and Analysis

Find a short clip (1-2 minutes) of a professional Claymation online (search for 'Wallace & Gromit clip',
'Gumby clip’, or 'Shaun the Sheep clip'). Watch it closely.

¢ How do the characters show emotion?

e What details do you notice in their movements?

e Can you imagine how long it took to animate that short sequence?
¢ What makes it visually interesting or artistic?

Reflection & Wrap-up

Well done, animator! What did you enjoy most about this process? What was challenging? Claymation is
a unique art form that blends sculpture, photography, and storytelling. It requires immense patience,
but allows for incredible creativity. How did seeing your own creation move make you feel? What other
stories could you tell using this technique?

Optional Extension ldeas:

¢ Create a simple background/set for your character.

Try adding another character.

Experiment with making your character talk by changing its mouth shape slightly between frames.
Explore adding sound effects or music using your app or simple video editing software.

Research different famous stop-motion artists like Ray Harryhausen or Tim Burton.
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