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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will have a deeper understanding of the U.S. Constitution, its
historical context, key principles, and its significance in shaping American democracy. The student
will also be able to articulate their thoughts on how the Constitution impacts modern society.

Materials and Prep

Notebook and pen for note-taking

Printed copy of the U.S. Constitution (available online)
Access to a computer or smartphone for research (optional)
Whiteboard or large paper for brainstorming

Timer for activities

Before the lesson, ensure the student has a basic understanding of what the Constitution is and its
purpose. Familiarity with key terms like "amendment," "bill of rights," and "separation of powers" will
be beneficial.

Activities

Constitution Scavenger Hunt:

Create a scavenger hunt where the student must find specific clauses or amendments in the
Constitution. This will help them engage with the text and understand its structure.

Role Play:

Assign roles of the Founding Fathers and have a mock Constitutional Convention. The student
can debate and discuss which rights and structures should be included in the Constitution,
fostering critical thinking and public speaking skills.

Modern-Day Application:

Have the student choose a current event and analyze it through the lens of the Constitution.
They can write a short essay or present their findings, demonstrating the Constitution's
relevance today.

Creative Amendment:

Encourage the student to propose a new amendment that they believe should be added to the
Constitution. They should outline its purpose and how it would improve society, promoting
creativity and policy understanding.

Talking Points

"The Constitution is more than just a historical document; it's the foundation of our
government and laws."

"Understanding the Constitution helps us grasp the rights we have as citizens and how they
protect us."

"The Bill of Rights was added to ensure individual freedoms; can you think of a right you
consider essential?"

"The separation of powers is crucial; it prevents any one branch of government from becoming
too powerful."

"Amendments reflect societal changes; what do you think is a pressing issue today that might
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require an amendment?"

¢ "The Constitution has been amended 27 times; why do you think it's important to have a
process for change?"

¢ "Engaging with the Constitution helps us become informed citizens; how can you use this
knowledge in your community?"
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