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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will have a comprehensive understanding of the history of
Crete from the end of the Minoan civilization to modern times. They will learn about the various
civilizations that ruled Crete, significant historical figures, and the cultural impacts of these changes
over time.

Materials and Prep
Notebook and pen for taking notes
Access to a computer or tablet for online research
Art supplies (colored pencils, markers, paper) for creative projects
Printed maps of Crete showing historical changes
List of significant civilizations and figures in Cretan history
Basic understanding of the timeline of history (e.g., ancient, medieval, modern periods)

Activities
Timeline Creation: Create a visual timeline that highlights major events in Crete's history
from the end of the Minoan civilization to today. Include at least five significant events and
their dates.
Character Profiles: Research and create character profiles for at least three significant
figures in Cretan history. Include their contributions and why they are important.
Art Project: Design a poster that represents the influence of different civilizations on Cretan
culture. Use symbols, colors, and images to convey the changes over time.
Discussion and Reflection: Engage in a discussion about the impact of foreign rule on
Cretan identity. Write a short reflection on how these influences are still seen in modern Crete.

Talking Points
"Let’s start with the Minoans, who were the first advanced civilization in Europe. They were
known for their impressive palaces and beautiful frescoes."
"After the Minoans, Crete was influenced by various civilizations, including the Mycenaeans,
Romans, Byzantines, Venetians, and Ottomans. Each left a unique mark on the island."
"The Mycenaeans invaded Crete around 1450 BC. They adopted Minoan culture but also
brought their own influences."
"The Roman Empire took control of Crete in 67 BC, and it became an important part of their
trade routes."
"During the Byzantine period, Crete was a center of Christianity and saw the rise of many
churches and monasteries."
"The Venetians ruled Crete for over 400 years, from the late 13th century until the late 17th
century. They left behind beautiful architecture and influenced the local economy."
"The Ottoman Empire took control in 1669, and their rule lasted for over 200 years. This period
brought significant cultural and religious changes."
"In the late 19th century, Crete experienced a series of uprisings against Ottoman rule, leading
to its eventual union with Greece in 1913."
"Significant figures include El Greco, a famous painter born in Crete, and Venizelos, a
prominent political leader who played a key role in Cretan autonomy."
"Today, Crete is known for its rich history, stunning landscapes, and vibrant culture, which
reflects its diverse past."
"Let’s think about how the history of Crete influences its modern identity. How do you see the
past shaping the present?"
"Understanding Crete's history helps us appreciate its cultural heritage and ongoing evolution."
"What do you think was the most significant civilization that ruled Crete, and why?"
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"As we explore these different periods, consider how each civilization contributed to the
island's development."
"Finally, let’s discuss how these historical influences are still present in Cretan traditions
today."


