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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to identify and describe the major body parts of a
dragonfly, understand their functions, and appreciate the unique adaptations that make dragonflies
fascinating insects.

Materials and Prep
Paper
Pencil or colored pencils
Access to a computer or device for research (optional)
Knowledge of basic insect anatomy (legs, wings, eyes, etc.)

Activities
Dragonfly Drawing:

The student will draw a dragonfly, labeling its body parts such as the head, thorax, abdomen,
wings, and legs. This will help reinforce their understanding of where each part is located.

Body Part Function Match:

The student will create a matching game where they match dragonfly body parts with their
functions. For example, they can match "wings" with "flying" and "compound eyes" with
"seeing." This will enhance their learning through a fun activity.

Dragonfly Fact Hunt:

The student will research interesting facts about dragonflies online or in books. They can
create a mini-poster with their favorite facts, showcasing what they've learned about dragonfly
adaptations and behaviors.

Talking Points
"Did you know that dragonflies have four wings? They can move them independently!"
"The head of a dragonfly is really important. It has big compound eyes that help them see
almost all around!"
"The thorax is the middle part of the dragonfly, and it’s where the wings and legs are attached.
It helps them fly and catch prey!"
"Dragonflies can fly really fast, up to 30 miles per hour! They are one of the fastest insects."
"The abdomen is the long part of the dragonfly's body. It helps them balance while flying and
is also where they store eggs!"
"Did you know that dragonflies can hover in place? They can fly backwards too!"
"Dragonflies are great hunters. They eat mosquitoes and other small insects, which helps
control their populations."
"Some dragonflies can live for several years underwater as nymphs before they become
adults!"
"The colors of dragonflies can be really bright and beautiful. They use these colors to attract
mates!"
"Dragonflies are important to ecosystems because they help maintain insect populations. They
are like nature's pest control!"


