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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will have a better understanding of the diverse geography of
the United States, including its states, major landmarks, and geographical features. The student will
be able to identify key locations on a map and explain their significance.

Materials and Prep

e Blank map of the United States

¢ Colored pencils or markers

e Printed list of U.S. states and capitals

e Access to a computer or tablet for research (optional)
¢ Notebook and pencil for notes

Before the lesson, ensure the student has a basic understanding of the U.S. states and their
locations. Prepare a blank map for them to fill out during the activities.

Activities
1. Map Coloring:

The student will color in each state on the blank map while labeling them. This will help
reinforce their memory of state locations and shapes.

2. State Facts Research:

The student will choose 5 states to research. They will write down interesting facts about each
state, such as its capital, population, and notable landmarks.

3. Geography Quiz Game:

Create a fun quiz game where the student will answer questions about U.S. geography.
Questions can include identifying states by shape, naming capitals, or recognizing landmarks.

4. Landmark Drawing:

The student will select a famous U.S. landmark to draw and write a short description of its
significance. This could include the Statue of Liberty, Grand Canyon, or Mount Rushmore.

Talking Points

¢ "Did you know that the United States has 50 states? Each state has its own unique geography
and culture!"

e "Let's look at the map together. Can you find your home state? What do you know about it?"

e "The capital of a state is often where the government is located. For example, what is the
capital of California?"

e "Landmarks are important because they tell us about the history and culture of a place. What
landmark do you want to learn about?"

e "Geography helps us understand where things are located and how they relate to each other.
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Why do you think it's important to know this?"

"Some states are known for their natural features, like mountains, rivers, or forests. Can you
name a state known for its mountains?"

"Did you know that the Great Lakes are the largest group of freshwater lakes in the world?
Which states are near the Great Lakes?"

"Exploring geography can be like a treasure hunt! What state would you like to explore next?"
"Maps can tell us a lot about a place, including its climate, population, and natural resources.
What do you think we can learn from maps?"

"Understanding geography can help us appreciate the diversity of our country. What is one
thing you love about where you live?"

"Every state has its own unique traditions and festivals. What’s a fun tradition from your
state?"

"Finally, remember that geography isn't just about maps; it's about the people and stories
behind those places!"
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