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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will understand the civic duties of U.S. citizens, including the
importance of participation in democracy, the responsibilities that come with citizenship, and how
these duties shape society. The student will also be able to articulate why civic engagement is
crucial for the health of the nation.

Materials and Prep
Notebook and pen for taking notes
Access to a computer or tablet for research (if needed)
Printed handouts with definitions of civic duties (can be created in advance)
Whiteboard or large paper for brainstorming activities
Markers or colored pens

Before the lesson, familiarize yourself with the key civic duties outlined in the U.S. Constitution and
other relevant documents, such as voting, jury duty, and paying taxes. Prepare some examples of
how these duties impact everyday life.

Activities
Brainstorming Session:

Start with a brainstorming session where the student lists what they think civic duties are. Use
a whiteboard or large paper to write down their ideas. Discuss each one and clarify any
misconceptions.

Role-Playing Scenarios:

Create scenarios where civic duties come into play, such as a voting situation, a jury duty
summons, or a community service event. The student can role-play these scenarios to
understand the implications of each duty.

Research Project:

The student can choose one civic duty to research further. They should look into its history,
importance, and how it affects citizens today. They can present their findings in a creative
way, such as a poster or a short presentation.

Discussion and Reflection:

Conclude the lesson with a discussion about why civic duties are important. Encourage the
student to reflect on how they can actively participate in their community and fulfill their civic
responsibilities.

Talking Points
"Civic duties are the responsibilities that come with being a citizen. They help maintain a
healthy democracy."
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"One of the most important civic duties is voting. It’s your chance to have a say in how your
government is run."
"Jury duty is another civic duty. Serving on a jury helps ensure that justice is served fairly."
"Paying taxes is a civic duty that funds essential services like schools, roads, and public
safety."
"Civic duties also include participating in community service. Helping others strengthens our
communities."
"Being informed about local and national issues is crucial. It helps you make educated
decisions when you vote."
"Civic engagement can take many forms, from attending town hall meetings to volunteering
for local organizations."
"It’s important to hold your elected officials accountable. This is part of being an active
citizen."
"Civic duties are not just obligations; they are opportunities to make a difference."
"Discussing civic duties with friends and family can inspire others to get involved."
"Remember, every small action counts. Your participation matters!"
"Understanding your rights is just as important as understanding your duties."
"Civic duties vary by state, so it's good to know what’s expected in your area."
"Civic education is key to understanding how your actions impact society."
"Engaging in civic duties can lead to personal growth and a deeper connection to your
community."


