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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to identify and locate various elements on the
periodic table using clues. They will also gain a deeper understanding of the properties and uses of
these elements.

Materials and Prep
Periodic table (printed or drawn)
Pencil and paper for note-taking
List of clues for each element
Timer or stopwatch (optional)

Before starting the lesson, ensure the student is familiar with the layout of the periodic table,
including groups and periods. Prepare a list of clues that lead to specific elements.

Activities
Element Clue Hunt:

Create a scavenger hunt where the student must find elements based on clues. For example, "I
am a gas at room temperature and essential for breathing" (Oxygen). The student will write
down the element's symbol and atomic number once they find it.

Element Flashcards:

The student will create flashcards for each element they discover. On one side, they will write
the element's symbol and on the other side, they will note down one interesting fact about it,
such as its uses or occurrence in nature.

Periodic Table Relay:

If possible, have the student work in a timed relay format, racing against the clock to find as
many elements as they can based on the clues provided. This adds a fun competitive element
to the learning process.

Talking Points
"The periodic table is like a map of all the known elements. Each box tells us important
information about that element!"
"Elements have unique properties. For example, metals are usually shiny and good conductors
of electricity, while nonmetals can be gases or brittle solids."
"Did you know that some elements are found in the same group because they have similar
properties? For example, the alkali metals are all very reactive!"
"When you find an element, check its atomic number! It tells you how many protons are in the
nucleus, which is what makes each element unique."
"Many elements are essential for life. For instance, carbon is the backbone of all organic
molecules!"
"Understanding the periodic table helps us in many fields, like chemistry, biology, and even
environmental science!"
"Some elements can be dangerous, like radioactive elements, while others are vital for health,
like iron in our blood!"


