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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will have a deeper understanding of Vincent van Gogh's life,
artistic style, and influence on modern art. They will also engage in creative activities that combine
art, language, history, math, science, and social studies, fostering a holistic learning experience.

Materials and Prep

Paper

Pencils, colored pencils, or crayons

Access to a computer or tablet (for research)
Books or articles about Vincent van Gogh

Art supplies (if available, like paint or markers)

Before starting the lesson, familiarize yourself with Van Gogh’'s most famous works and his
biography. This will help in guiding the discussions and activities effectively.

Activities

Art Creation: Encourage the student to create their own version of one of Van Gogh's
paintings, such as "Starry Night" or "Sunflowers." They can use any available art supplies to
express their interpretation.

Creative Writing: Have the student write a short story or poem inspired by a Van Gogh
painting. They should focus on the emotions and stories behind the artwork.

History Exploration: Research and present a brief biography of Van Gogh, highlighting key
events in his life and how they influenced his work.

Math in Art: Analyze the proportions and patterns in one of Van Gogh's paintings. The
student can measure and calculate ratios or create a geometric pattern inspired by his style.
Science of Color: Discuss color theory and how Van Gogh used color in his paintings. The
student can experiment by mixing colors to create their own palette.

Social Studies Discussion: Explore the societal context during Van Gogh's life. Discuss how
historical events may have impacted his work and the art world at that time.

Talking Points

"Vincent van Gogh was not just an artist; he was a passionate storyteller through his paintings.
What do you think his paintings say about his feelings?"

"Van Gogh struggled with mental health issues throughout his life. How do you think these
struggles influenced his art?"

"His use of color was revolutionary. Can you identify any colors that stand out in his works, and
what emotions do they evoke?"

"Did you know that Van Gogh only sold one painting during his lifetime? How do you think he
felt about that?"

"Let's discuss the techniques he used, like impasto. Why do you think he chose to apply paint
so thickly?"

"Van Gogh was influenced by Japanese art. How do you think different cultures can inspire
artists?"

"His letters to his brother Theo provide insight into his thoughts and feelings. What do you
think we can learn from his correspondence?"
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