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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to identify the planets in the solar system,
understand their unique characteristics, and explain the concept of orbits and gravity in a fun and
engaging way.

Materials and Prep

e Paper

¢ Colored pencils or markers

e Scissors

¢ Glue or tape

e A ruler (optional)

e Access to a computer or tablet for research (if needed)

Before the lesson, it's helpful to have a basic understanding of the solar system, including the names
of the planets and their order from the sun. Familiarize yourself with fun facts about each planet to
share during the activities.

Activities
¢ Planet Craft:

Using paper, colored pencils, and scissors, the student will create 3D models of the planets.
They can cut out circles for each planet and decorate them according to their colors and
characteristics. Once completed, they can hang them from the ceiling to create a mobile of the
solar system!

¢ Orbit Race:

Set up a “race track” on the floor using tape to represent the orbits of the planets around the
sun. The student can use small balls or toys to represent each planet and race them around the
track while discussing how long it takes each planet to orbit the sun.

¢ Planet Facts Presentation:

The student will choose one planet to research and create a short presentation. They can
include fun facts, the planet's size, distance from the sun, and any interesting features. This
can be presented to family members or friends!

Talking Points

¢ "Did you know that the solar system has eight planets? Can you name them all?"

e "Planets orbit around the sun because of gravity. Gravity is like an invisible force that pulls
everything toward the sun!"

e "Each planet is unique! For example, Mars is known as the 'Red Planet' because of its color.
What color do you think Earth is?"

e "Jupiter is the largest planet in our solar system. It's so big that you could fit all the other
planets inside of it!"
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e "Some planets have rings! Can you guess which ones? That's right, Saturn is famous for its
beautiful rings!"

e "Mercury is the closest planet to the sun. It’s super hot during the day and really cold at
night!"

¢ "Did you know that Venus spins backward? That means the sun rises in the west and sets in
the east there!"

e "The planets are all different distances from the sun. Which planet do you think is the farthest
away?"

e "Learning about the solar system helps us understand our place in the universe. Isn’t that
cool?"
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