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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to subtract 2 and 3-digit numbers using fun pirate-
themed activities, enhancing their math skills while engaging their imagination.

Materials and Prep
Pencil and paper for writing problems and solutions.
A pirate-themed story or scenario to introduce the lesson.
Basic understanding of subtraction and how to line up numbers for subtraction.

Activities
Pirate Treasure Hunt:

Create a treasure map with various locations marked. At each location, there will be a
subtraction problem to solve. For example, "You have 125 gold coins, and you lose 37 to the
sea monster. How many coins do you have left?" The student must solve the problem to move
to the next location.

Captain's Log:

Have the student pretend to be a pirate captain keeping a log of their adventures. They can
write down different amounts of treasure they find and then subtract the treasure they give
away or lose. For instance, "I found 250 pieces of eight, but I gave 45 to my crew. How much
do I have now?"

Pirate Ship Battles:

Set up a scenario where two pirate ships are battling. Each ship starts with a certain number of
cannonballs (e.g., 300). After each round of battle, the student will subtract the number of
cannonballs used from the total. For example, "We fired 78 cannonballs! How many do we
have left?"

Talking Points
"When we subtract, we are finding out how much is left after taking some away. Just like a
pirate losing treasure!"
"We can line up our numbers to make subtraction easier. It's like lining up our pirate ships
before a battle!"
"Remember to borrow from the next column if the top number is smaller than the bottom
number. It's like asking a fellow pirate for help!"
"When we subtract 2-digit numbers, we can use our fingers or draw pictures to help us keep
track!"
"Every time we solve a subtraction problem, we are getting closer to finding the treasure!"
"Let's check our answers by adding! If we subtract and then add the number we took away, we
should get back to where we started!"
"Being a pirate means using our brains as much as our swords! Math is an adventure!"


