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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to identify and discuss key themes in the first two
chapters of "The Pearl" by John Steinbeck, including the concepts of wealth, greed, and social
injustice. The student will also develop critical thinking skills by analyzing the characters'
motivations and the societal context presented in the text.

Materials and Prep
Copy of "The Pearl" by John Steinbeck (chapters 1 & 2)
Notebook and pen for note-taking
Whiteboard or large paper for brainstorming
Markers or colored pens
Timer for activities

Before the lesson, it would be helpful for the student to have read chapters 1 and 2 of "The Pearl."
Encourage them to take notes on their initial thoughts and feelings about the characters and plot as
they read.

Activities
Theme Brainstorming Session:

Begin the lesson with a brainstorming session where the student lists potential themes they
think might be present in the chapters. Use a whiteboard or large paper to write down their
ideas. Encourage them to think about what the characters experience and how it relates to
broader societal issues.

Character Motivation Analysis:

Have the student pick a character from the first two chapters and write a short paragraph
about their motivations. What do they want? What are they willing to do to achieve it? This will
help the student understand how character desires relate to the themes of the story.

Creative Expression:

Ask the student to create a visual representation of one of the themes discussed. This could be
a drawing, collage, or even a short poem. This activity allows for creative expression while
reinforcing their understanding of the themes.

Group Discussion:

Engage in a discussion about the themes identified. Pose questions like, "How does Steinbeck
portray wealth and greed?" or "What social injustices are highlighted in these chapters?"
Encourage the student to share their thoughts and listen to differing viewpoints.
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Talking Points
"In the first two chapters, we see how Kino's life is deeply affected by his environment. What
do you think Steinbeck is trying to say about the impact of society on individuals?"
"Wealth is a major theme in these chapters. How does Kino's discovery of the pearl change his
life and the lives of those around him?"
"Steinbeck often explores the idea of greed. How does the pearl symbolize both hope and
danger for Kino and his family?"
"Social injustice is another critical theme. Can you identify moments in the text where Kino
faces discrimination or unfair treatment?"
"Think about the characters’ relationships. How do their desires and motivations conflict with
each other, and what does that tell us about human nature?"


