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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will understand the basics of classification in biology, learn
about Carl Linnaeus and his contributions to science, and create their own botanical drawings to
classify plants.

Materials and Prep

 Paper for drawing and notes

e Pencils and colored pencils or crayons

e A list of common plants or flowers to classify

¢ A simple guide to plant parts (roots, stems, leaves, flowers)

e Knowledge of Carl Linnaeus and his classification system (Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order,
Family, Genus, Species)

Activities
¢ Introduction to Carl Linnaeus:

Begin the lesson by sharing a fun story about Carl Linnaeus, such as how he loved plants and
wanted to name them all. Discuss why naming plants is important for scientists and everyday
people.

¢ Classification Game:

Play a game where the student picks different plants or flowers and classifies them using
Linnaeus's system. They can create a chart on their paper with different categories and fill in
the information as they go.

¢ Botanical Drawing:

Have the student choose a plant from the list and create a detailed botanical drawing of it.
Encourage them to label the parts of the plant (roots, stems, leaves, flowers) and write down
its classification.

¢ Presentation:

Let the student present their drawing and classification to you. They can explain what they
learned about the plant and why it is important to classify it correctly.

Talking Points

¢ "Did you know that Carl Linnaeus is known as the 'father of modern taxonomy'? He created a
system to help scientists name and classify living things!"

 "Classification is like organizing your toys or books. It helps us find and understand plants and
animals better!"

e "Linnaeus used Latin names for plants. For example, the scientific name for the common
sunflower is Helianthus annuus. It helps everyone know exactly which plant we are talking
about!"
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e "When we draw plants, we can notice details we might not see at first, like the shape of the

leaves or the color of the flowers!"
e "Why do you think it’s important to classify plants? It helps scientists communicate and share

information about different species!"

September 9, 2024 - Page 2 of 2



