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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will have a deeper understanding of Act 1 of Othello, including
its themes, characters, and historical context. The student will also engage in critical thinking and
creative activities that enhance their appreciation of Shakespeare's work.

Materials and Prep

Access to a copy of Othello, Act 1 (can be read online or printed)
Notebook and pen for jotting down thoughts and notes

Art supplies (colored pencils, markers, paper) for creative activities
Access to a quiet space for reading and discussion

Before the lesson, familiarize yourself with the basic plot of Othello and the historical background of
Shakespeare's time, particularly the themes of race and jealousy.

Activities

Character Mapping: Create a character map on paper that outlines the main characters
introduced in Act 1, including Othello, Desdemona, lago, and Roderigo. Write down their
relationships to each other and key traits.

Modern Adaptation: Rewrite a key scene from Act 1 in a modern setting. This could involve
changing the dialogue to fit contemporary language and scenarios, while maintaining the
original meaning.

Discussion Circle: Host a discussion circle where the student can express their thoughts on
the characters' motivations and the themes of jealousy and betrayal. Encourage them to ask
questions and explore different perspectives.

Artistic Expression: lllustrate a scene from Act 1 that stands out to the student. They can
choose to draw or create a collage that represents their interpretation of the scene.

Talking Points

Introduction to Othello: "Othello is a tragedy written by Shakespeare that explores complex
themes like love, jealousy, and betrayal. What do you think makes a story a tragedy?"
Setting the Scene: "Act 1 sets the stage in Venice, a place known for its wealth and
diversity. How do you think this setting influences the characters and their actions?"
Understanding Characters: "Othello is a Moor and a respected general, but he faces
prejudice. Why do you think Shakespeare chose a protagonist who is an outsider?"

lago's Manipulation: "lago is often seen as the villain in the play. What do you think drives
his desire to manipulate Othello?"

Desdemona’s Role: "Desdemona defies societal norms by marrying Othello. What does this
say about her character and the expectations of women during Shakespeare's time?"

The Theme of Jealousy: "Jealousy is a major theme in Act 1. How can jealousy affect
relationships? Can you think of examples from your own life?"

Foreshadowing: "Act 1 contains hints of future conflicts. Can you identify any moments that
foreshadow trouble ahead?"

Language and Imagery: "Shakespeare's language can be challenging but beautiful. What
lines stood out to you, and why?"

Character Relationships: "The relationships between characters are complex. How do you
think lago's betrayal will impact Othello and Desdemona?"

Personal Connections: "How do the themes of Othello relate to modern relationships? Do
you see any parallels?"

Critical Thinking: "What would you do if you were in Othello's position? How would you
handle the pressures and betrayals he faces?"
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¢ Historical Context: "Understanding the time period can enhance our reading. What do you
think were the societal views on race and gender during Shakespeare's time?"

¢ Creative Responses: "How can you express your understanding of the play through art,
writing, or performance? What medium do you feel most comfortable with?"

¢ Reflection: "At the end of Act 1, what are your predictions for the rest of the play? What do
you think will happen next?"

e Wrap-Up: "What was your favorite part of Act 1, and what did you learn that surprised you?"
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