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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will have a better understanding of the fundamental concepts of
civics, including the role of government, the rights and responsibilities of citizens, and the importance of
civic engagement. The student will also develop critical thinking skills by analyzing current events and
their impact on society.

Materials and Prep

Notebook and pen for taking notes

Access to news articles or online news sources
Whiteboard or large paper for brainstorming ideas
Markers or colored pencils

Timer for activities

Before the lesson, ensure the student is familiar with basic government structure (executive, legislative,
judicial branches) and has access to recent news articles for discussion.

Activities

Civic Bingo: Create a bingo card with civic-related terms (e.g., democracy, voting, rights). As you
discuss each term, the student can mark them off on their card. The first to get a bingo wins a
small prize!

Current Events Discussion: Choose one or two recent news articles that relate to civic issues.
Discuss the articles, asking the student to summarize them and share their opinions. This will help
them connect civics to real-world events.

Role-Playing Debate: Assign roles (e.g., a senator, a citizen, a journalist) and hold a mock
debate on a current civic issue. This will encourage the student to understand different
perspectives and the importance of civic discourse.

Community Action Plan: Have the student brainstorm ways they can get involved in their
community. This could include volunteering, attending town hall meetings, or starting a petition.
They can create a simple action plan outlining their ideas.

Talking Points

"Civics is all about understanding how our government works and how we, as citizens, fit into that
system." - This helps the student see the relevance of civics in their daily life.

"Every citizen has rights, but with those rights come responsibilities, like voting and staying
informed." - This emphasizes the balance between rights and responsibilities.

"Participating in your community can make a big difference. Even small actions can lead to
significant changes!" - Encourages civic engagement and the idea that every contribution matters.
"Understanding current events is crucial. They shape our society and influence the decisions made
by our leaders." - Highlights the importance of being informed about the world around them.
"Debate is a healthy way to express opinions and learn from others. It's important to listen as
much as you speak!" - Reinforces the value of respectful discourse in civic life.
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