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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will understand the basics of editing written work, including
how to identify and correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors. The student will also learn
how to improve clarity and style in their writing.

Materials and Prep
Paper and pen or pencil for writing.
Printed short story or paragraph (can be created by the teacher or found online).
Highlighters or colored pencils for marking edits.
Access to a dictionary (physical or online) for checking spelling.

Before the lesson, prepare a short story or paragraph that contains various errors in spelling,
grammar, and punctuation for the student to edit.

Activities
Editing Treasure Hunt:

Provide the student with a printed paragraph that contains several mistakes. Have them
highlight the errors they find and write down the correct versions next to them. This will help
them practice identifying mistakes.

Before and After:

Ask the student to write a short paragraph about their favorite animal. Then, have them swap
paragraphs with you or another family member. Each person will edit the other’s work and
then read the improved version to see how editing changes the writing.

Editing Relay:

Set a timer for 5 minutes and challenge the student to find as many mistakes as they can in
the provided paragraph. After time is up, go through the edits together to see which ones they
caught and discuss any they missed.

Talking Points
"What do you think editing means?" - Encourage the student to share their thoughts on what
editing involves.
"Why do you think it's important to edit your writing?" - Help them understand that editing
makes writing clearer and more enjoyable to read.
"Can you find a spelling mistake in this sentence?" - Use examples to practice spotting errors
together.
"What do you think makes a sentence strong?" - Discuss the importance of word choice and
sentence structure in writing.
"How does editing help your reader?" - Explain how editing improves understanding for the
reader.
"What is your favorite part of writing?" - Connect their interests to the editing process, making
it more engaging.


