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Objective
By the end of this lesson, Liam will understand the different zones of the ocean, the characteristics of
each zone, and the types of animals that inhabit them. He will also reinforce his understanding of
how light behaves underwater, especially how it refracts and diminishes with depth.

Materials and Prep
Pen and paper for notes and drawings
Access to a computer or tablet for research (optional)
Ocean zone chart (can be drawn or printed)
Colored pencils or markers

Before the lesson, prepare an ocean zone chart that outlines the different zones: Intertidal, Neritic,
Oceanic, Benthic, and Abyssal. Make sure Liam has a clear understanding of the experiment he
conducted about light in ocean water.

Activities

Ocean Zone Exploration: Liam will research and create a colorful chart that illustrates each
ocean zone. He can draw pictures of the animals that live in each zone and label them. This
will help him visualize the different environments.

Animal Match Game: Create a matching game where Liam has to match animals to their
respective ocean zones. He can use drawings or printed images of animals and place them on
the correct zone on his chart.

Light and Depth Experiment Reflection: Liam will write a short paragraph about what he
learned from the light experiment. He can describe how light changes as it goes deeper into
the ocean and how that affects the animals living in those areas.

Creative Storytelling: Liam can write a short story about an adventure in the ocean,
incorporating the different zones and animals he has learned about. This will allow him to use
his imagination while reinforcing his knowledge.

Talking Points
"Did you know that the ocean is divided into different zones? Each zone has its own unique
environment!"
"The Intertidal Zone is where the ocean meets the land. Can you think of animals that live
there?"
"In the Neritic Zone, which is closer to the shore, there are lots of fish and plants. Why do you
think that is?"
"The Oceanic Zone is very deep and has fewer animals. What kind of creatures do you think
can survive there?"
"The Benthic Zone is the ocean floor, and many strange creatures live there. Can you name a
few?"
"Finally, the Abyssal Zone is the deepest part of the ocean. It's dark and cold. What kind of
adaptations do you think animals need to live there?"
"Remember our experiment with light? As you go deeper in the ocean, less light reaches the



Marine Biology- zones of the ocean, what animals live in each zone. We conducted an experiment with light and ocean
water to see how light refracts and spreads in the water and how deeper water gets less light. / Lesson Planner /
LearningCorner.co

October 8, 2024 - Page 2 of 2

creatures. How do you think that affects their lives?"


