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Objective
By the end of this lesson, Alex will understand what volcanoes are, how they work, and why they are
important to our planet. Alex will also create a simple model to demonstrate a volcanic eruption!

Materials and Prep
Paper (for drawing and notes)
Crayons or colored pencils (for coloring the volcano model)
Water (to simulate lava)
Vinegar (to create the eruption effect)
Baking soda (to mix with vinegar for the eruption)
Small container (to hold the mixture)

Before starting the lesson, make sure you have a clear space to work in. It's also a good idea to wear
an old shirt or an apron, just in case things get messy during the eruption activity!

Activities
Draw a Volcano:

Start by drawing a volcano on a piece of paper. Label its parts like the crater, lava, and ash.
Use crayons or colored pencils to make it colorful and fun!

Volcano Eruption Experiment:

In a small container, mix baking soda and vinegar to create a fun eruption effect. This will
show how real volcanoes explode with lava! Be ready for some fizzing action!

Learn About Different Types of Volcanoes:

Read about different types of volcanoes, like shield and stratovolcanoes. After reading, discuss
which type of volcano Alex thinks is the coolest and why!

Talking Points
"What do you think a volcano is?" - This helps Alex think about the concept before explaining
it.
"A volcano is a mountain that can erupt and release lava, gas, and ash!" - This gives a simple
definition.
"Did you know there are different types of volcanoes? Some are tall and steep, while others are
wide and gentle!" - This introduces variety in volcanoes.
"When a volcano erupts, it can change the land around it and create new landscapes!" - This
explains the impact of eruptions.
"Volcanoes can also help create new soil that is very rich in nutrients!" - This shows the
positive side of volcanoes.
"Can you name a famous volcano? What do you know about it?" - Encourages Alex to connect
with real-world examples.
"Why do you think scientists study volcanoes? It helps keep people safe!" - This highlights the
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importance of studying volcanoes.


