Gunpowder plot / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

Objective

By the end of this lesson, Saskia will have a clear understanding of the Gunpowder Plot, its historical
context, key figures involved, and its significance in British history. She will also be able to express
her thoughts creatively through various activities.

Materials and Prep

¢ Paper and pencils for writing and drawing.
e Access to a computer or tablet for research (optional).
¢ Art supplies like colored pencils or markers (optional).

Before the lesson, familiarize yourself with the basic facts about the Gunpowder Plot, including its
historical background, main characters (like Guy Fawkes), and its outcome. This will help guide the
discussion and activities.

Activities

¢ Storytelling Time: Saskia can create a short story or comic strip about the Gunpowder Plot.
She should focus on the motivations of the plotters and the events leading up to the plot. This
will help her understand the narrative and key players involved.

¢ Character Profiles: Have Saskia choose a character from the Gunpowder Plot (like Guy
Fawkes, Robert Catesby, or King James I) and write a character profile. She can include their
background, motivations, and what happened to them after the plot. This will deepen her
understanding of individual roles in the event.

e Debate the Plot: Engage in a fun debate where Saskia can argue for or against the actions of
the plotters. This will encourage critical thinking about the moral implications of their actions
and the historical context of their decisions.

e Gunpowder Plot Timeline: Create a timeline of the events leading up to the Gunpowder Plot
and its aftermath. This visual representation will help her grasp the sequence of events and
how they connect.

Talking Points

¢ "The Gunpowder Plot was a plan in 1605 to blow up the Houses of Parliament and kill King
James I. Can you guess why they wanted to do that?"

¢ "Guy Fawkes is the most famous figure from the plot. He was caught with gunpowder in the
cellar of Parliament. What do you think he was thinking when he was caught?"

¢ "The plotters were unhappy because they felt that Catholics were being treated unfairly in
England. How do you think they could have expressed their feelings differently?"

¢ "The plot failed, and November 5th is now celebrated as Guy Fawkes Night in the UK. What do
you think people do to remember this event?"

¢ "The Gunpowder Plot is a reminder of how people sometimes resort to extreme measures
when they feel powerless. Can you think of other situations in history where this happened?"
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