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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will have a basic understanding of the Cold War, including its
causes, key events, and significant figures. The student will also be able to discuss the impact of the
Cold War on the world today.

Materials and Prep
Paper and colored pencils or markers
A timer (optional for certain activities)
Access to a comfortable space for discussion and activities

Before starting the lesson, it would be helpful for the teacher to have a brief overview of the Cold
War timeline and key events to guide the discussion and activities.

Activities
Cold War Timeline Creation:

The student will create a timeline of significant events during the Cold War. They can draw
pictures or use symbols to represent each event, which will help them visualize the sequence
and importance of these events.

Role-Playing Key Figures:

The student can choose a key figure from the Cold War, such as John F. Kennedy, Nikita
Khrushchev, or Martin Luther King Jr., and prepare a short presentation or skit about their
contributions and viewpoints during this period.

Creating a Cold War Map:

The student will draw a world map highlighting countries involved in the Cold War, marking
NATO and Warsaw Pact countries. They can use different colors to show alliances and discuss
the significance of these countries in the Cold War.

Cold War Debate:

Organize a fun debate where the student can argue for or against a specific event or decision
made during the Cold War, such as the Cuban Missile Crisis. This will help them think
critically about the decisions made during that time.

Talking Points
"The Cold War was a time of tension between the United States and the Soviet Union that
lasted from about 1947 to 1991."
"It was called the 'Cold' War because there were no direct battles between the two
superpowers, but there were lots of threats and political conflicts."
"Key events like the Berlin Wall being built in 1961 showed how divided the world was during
this time."
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"The Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962 was one of the most dangerous moments, where the world
came close to nuclear war!"
"Many important leaders emerged during the Cold War, like President Kennedy and Soviet
leader Khrushchev, who had very different ideas about how to run their countries."
"The Cold War also led to the Space Race, where the U.S. and the Soviet Union competed to
explore space."
"Even though the Cold War is over, its effects can still be seen today in international relations
and politics."
"The Cold War taught us a lot about diplomacy and the importance of communication to avoid
conflict."
"Fun fact: The term 'Iron Curtain' was used to describe the division between the East (Soviet)
and West (U.S.) during the Cold War!"
"Understanding the Cold War helps us learn about peace and how to resolve conflicts without
fighting!"


