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Cosplay Crafters: Creating Your First
Accessory!

Welcome, future cosplay master! Today, we're diving into the practical arts side of bringing your
favorite anime characters to life. We'll start small by creating a classic accessory: cute character ears!
This will teach you some fundamental crafting and sewing skills that are essential for bigger cosplay
projects.

Let's Get Started! Creating Character Ears

What you'll learn: Basic pattern use, cutting fabric, simple hand sewing, and assembling a 3D shape.
Activity Steps:

1. Design & Pattern: Think about the character ears you want to make (cat, fox, bunny, etc.).
Sketch a simple triangle or curved shape for the outer ear (about 3-4 inches tall) and a slightly
smaller shape for the inner ear detail. Cut these shapes out of paper to create your pattern pieces.

2. Cutting the Fabric: Pin your outer ear paper pattern onto your chosen main fabric (like felt or
fleece). You need FOUR outer ear pieces total (two for each ear, front and back). Pin your inner
ear pattern onto your accent fabric (pink, white, etc.). You need TWO inner ear pieces. Carefully
cut out all fabric pieces.

3. Inner Ear Detail: Take two of the outer ear pieces (these will be the fronts). Position an inner ear
piece onto the center of each, near the bottom. Use fabric glue or a few small hand stitches (ask
for help if needed!) to attach the inner ear piece to the outer ear piece.

4. Sewing the Ear: Place one front ear piece (with the inner detail attached) on top of one plain
back ear piece, with the 'right' sides of the fabric facing each other (the sides you want showing
on the finished ear should be touching).

5. Hand Sewing Time: Using a needle and thread (ask for help threading if needed!), start sewing
along the two long sides of the triangle/curved shape, leaving the flat bottom edge open. Use a
simple 'running stitch' (like a dashed line: ---). Try to keep your stitches small and about 1/4 inch
from the edge of the fabric. Knot your thread securely at the beginning and end. Repeat for the
second ear.

6. Turning & Stuffing: Carefully turn each ear right-side out through the opening at the bottom.
You might need a pencil (gently!) to help poke out the corners/curves. Take small amounts of
stuffing (cotton balls or fabric scraps work!) and lightly stuff each ear to give it some shape. Don't
overstuff!

7. Attaching to Headband: Take your headband. Position the stuffed ears where you want them.
Fold the raw edges at the bottom opening of each ear inward slightly. Use fabric glue or carefully
hand-sew the bottom opening of each ear closed *around* the headband to secure them tightly.
Let any glue dry completely.

8. Finishing Touches: Trim any stray threads. You did it! You've crafted your first cosplay
accessory!

Clean Up:

Put away all materials, dispose of small fabric scraps properly, and make sure needles and scissors are
stored safely.
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Reflection:

¢ What was the easiest part of this project? What was the trickiest?

¢ How could you change this design to make different kinds of ears (e.qg., floppy dog ears, pointy elf
ears)?

¢ What other simple accessories could you make using these techniques?

Going Further (Optional):

¢ Try adding wire inside the ears before stuffing to make them posable.
¢ Experiment with different fabrics or adding details like faux fur trim.
¢ Design and create another simple accessory, like a tail or armband.
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