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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will have a deeper understanding of the themes, characters,
and historical context of both Geoffrey Chaucer's "The Canterbury Tales" and the epic poem
"Beowulf." The student will also develop skills in literary analysis and creative expression through
various engaging activities.

Materials and Prep
Notebook and pen/pencil for writing
Art supplies (colored pencils, markers, paper) for creative projects
Access to a quiet space for reading and discussion
Printed excerpts from "The Canterbury Tales" and "Beowulf" (if possible)
Basic knowledge of medieval literature and the historical context of the works

Activities
Character Mapping:

Students will create a character map for both "The Canterbury Tales" and "Beowulf." They will
identify key characters, their traits, and their roles in the story. This visual representation will
help them understand character relationships and development.

Storytelling Circle:

Students will participate in a storytelling circle where they take turns retelling a selected tale
from "The Canterbury Tales" or a segment of "Beowulf." This activity will encourage public
speaking skills and help them engage with the narrative structure.

Creative Writing Exercise:

After reading an excerpt from "The Canterbury Tales," students will write their own tale in a
similar style, incorporating humor or moral lessons. This will allow them to practice narrative
techniques and explore their creativity.

Artistic Interpretation:

Students will choose a scene from either work and create an artistic representation of it, using
drawings or collages. This activity will help them visualize and interpret the themes and
emotions of the text.

Talking Points
"Geoffrey Chaucer is often called the Father of English Literature; his work laid the foundation
for future writers."
"'The Canterbury Tales' is a collection of stories told by pilgrims on their way to Canterbury,
reflecting the diverse voices of medieval society."
"In 'Beowulf,' we see the themes of heroism and the struggle between good and evil, which are
central to many epic tales."
"Both works provide insight into the culture, values, and beliefs of their time, allowing us to
understand how literature reflects society."
"Literary devices such as allegory and symbolism are prevalent in both texts; can you identify
any examples?"


