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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to effectively annotate a text by identifying key

ideas, making connections, and noting personal responses. This skill will enhance their
understanding and retention of the material they read.

Materials and Prep

Notebook or loose-leaf paper

Pencil or pen

A short story or article (this can be chosen based on the student's interests)
Highlighters (optional, if available)

Before the lesson, select a text that is engaging and appropriate for the student's reading level.
Familiarize yourself with the main themes and ideas of the text to guide the discussion.

Activities

¢ Read and Highlight: The student will read the chosen text and highlight sentences or
phrases that stand out to them. This can include interesting vocabulary, important facts, or
emotional moments.

¢ Margin Notes: As they read, the student will write notes in the margins of their paper,
summarizing paragraphs, asking questions, or making personal connections to the content.

¢ Discussion Time: After reading, the student will discuss their highlights and margin notes
with you. This will encourage them to articulate their thoughts and deepen their understanding
of the text.

¢ Creative Response: Lastly, the student will create a visual representation (like a mind map
or drawing) of the main ideas and connections they made while annotating the text.

Talking Points

¢ "Annotating a text means adding notes and comments to help you understand it better."
¢ "When you highlight, think about why that part is important. Does it connect to something

else?"

e "Writing in the margins is like having a conversation with the text. What questions do you
have?"

¢ "Making connections is key! How does this text relate to your life or something you've learned
before?"

¢ "Don't be afraid to express your feelings about what you read. What did you like or dislike?"

¢ "Annotations can help you remember important details when you look back at the text later."

¢ "Think of your annotations as a treasure map; they guide you to the most valuable parts of the
story."

¢ "Discussing your annotations with someone else can give you new insights. What did you
discover?"

¢ "Visualizing the information can help solidify your understanding. How can you represent what
you read?"

¢ "Remember, annotating is a personal process. There’s no right or wrong way to do it!"

¢ "The more you practice annotating, the better you’ll get at understanding and enjoying what
you read!"

e "Let's have fun with this! The goal is to engage with the text, not just read it."
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