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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will have a clear understanding of what foreign policy is, its
key elements, and how these elements interact to shape a nation’s interactions with the world. The
student will also be able to articulate the importance of foreign policy in global affairs.

Materials and Prep
Notebook and pen for taking notes
Access to a computer or smartphone for research (if needed)
Whiteboard or large paper for brainstorming
Markers or colored pens
Timer for activities

Before the lesson, it’s helpful to have a basic understanding of current global events and the
different countries involved in them. Familiarizing yourself with recent news articles can provide
context for discussions.

Activities
Brainstorming Session: Start by brainstorming what you think foreign policy means. Write
down your thoughts on a whiteboard or paper. This can include ideas about diplomacy, trade,
military actions, and international relations.
Research and Present: Choose a country and research its foreign policy. Focus on its main
goals, challenges, and recent actions. Prepare a short presentation to share your findings,
highlighting how the country's foreign policy reflects its national interests.
Role-Playing Exercise: Engage in a role-playing activity where you represent a country’s
leader. Create a scenario where you must make a decision regarding a foreign policy issue
(e.g., trade negotiations, military intervention). Discuss the potential impacts of your decision.
Debate: Organize a debate on a current foreign policy issue, such as climate change
agreements or trade tariffs. Prepare arguments for and against the topic, and engage in a
structured discussion to explore different perspectives.

Talking Points
"Foreign policy is essentially a strategy that a government uses to deal with other countries. It
can include diplomacy, trade agreements, and military actions."
"Key elements of foreign policy include diplomacy, economic aid, military intervention, and
trade. Each of these elements plays a crucial role in how a country interacts with others."
"The goals of foreign policy can vary: they might aim to promote national security, economic
interests, or humanitarian efforts."
"Understanding foreign policy is vital because it affects global stability and the well-being of
nations. Decisions made at the foreign policy level can have far-reaching consequences."
"Current events shape foreign policy. For instance, a natural disaster in one country may lead
to humanitarian aid from another, showcasing the interconnectedness of nations."
"Public opinion can also influence foreign policy. Leaders often consider how their decisions
will be viewed by their citizens."
"Finally, remember that foreign policy is not static; it evolves with changing global dynamics,
making it an exciting area of study!"


