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Objective

By the end of this lesson, Heidi will be able to identify and explain key features of the medieval
world, including its social structure, daily life, and significant events. She will also develop her critical
thinking and creative skills through engaging activities that connect history to literature and social
studies.

Materials and Prep

Notebook and pencil for note-taking and sketches

Colored pencils or markers for creative activities

Access to a quiet space for reading and writing

Basic knowledge of the medieval timeline (e.g., the fall of the Roman Empire to the
Renaissance)

Activities
¢ Medieval Society Map:

Heidi will create a visual map of medieval society, highlighting the different classes such as
kings, knights, peasants, and clergy. She can draw and label each class, explaining their roles
and relationships within the society.

¢ Character Diary Entry:

Heidi will choose a character from the medieval period (e.g., a knight, a peasant, or a queen)
and write a diary entry from that character's perspective. This activity will help her understand
daily life and challenges faced during that time.

¢ Medieval Vocabulary Challenge:

Heidi will create a list of medieval terms (like feudalism, serf, chivalry) and their definitions.
Then, she can quiz herself or create flashcards to reinforce her learning.

¢ Creative Storytelling:

Heidi will write a short story set in the medieval period, incorporating elements of daily life,
social structure, and key historical events. This will enhance her creative writing skills while
deepening her understanding of the era.

Talking Points

¢ "The medieval world was a time of kings and knights, but it was also about everyday people
like farmers and merchants. Can you think of how their lives might have been different?"

¢ "Feudalism was the social system in medieval Europe. How do you think it affected the way
people lived and worked?"

¢ "Chivalry was a code of conduct for knights. What values do you think were important in that
code?"

¢ "Life in a medieval village was often tough. What challenges do you think peasants faced
daily?"

¢ "The medieval period saw the rise of castles and cathedrals. Why do you think these structures
were so important to society?"

¢ "The Black Death was a significant event during the medieval period. How do you think it
changed Europe?"
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e "Medieval literature, like 'Beowulf' and 'The Canterbury Tales,' gives us insight into the
thoughts and values of that time. What do you think stories tell us about a culture?"
¢ "Trade and the growth of towns marked the end of the medieval period. How do you think this

transition affected people's lives?"

January 14, 2025 - Page 2 of 2



