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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will have a basic understanding of the solar system, including
the planets, their characteristics, and the concept of orbits. The student will also engage in creative
thinking through hands-on activities that reinforce their learning about space.

Materials and Prep

e Paper

Pencil or pen

Colored markers or crayons

Access to a computer or tablet for research (optional)
Space-themed music (optional for ambiance)

Before the lesson, it may be helpful to have a quick overview of the solar system, including the
names and order of the planets from the sun. Familiarizing yourself with some fun facts about each
planet will enhance the activities.

Activities

¢ Create Your Solar System Model: Using paper and colored markers, the student can create
a 3D model of the solar system. They can cut out circles for each planet, color them according
to their characteristics, and arrange them in order from the sun.

¢ Planet Fact Sheet: The student can choose one planet and research interesting facts about
it. They can create a fact sheet that includes the planet's size, distance from the sun,
atmosphere, and any unique features.

¢ Space Story Time: Encourage the student to write a short story set in space. They can
include characters who are astronauts or aliens and describe their adventures as they explore
different planets.

¢ Space Quiz: Create a fun quiz about the solar system. The student can write down questions
and then answer them, testing their knowledge on what they learned during the lesson.

Talking Points

¢ "The solar system is made up of the sun and all the celestial bodies that orbit around it,
including planets, moons, asteroids, and comets."

¢ "There are eight major planets in our solar system, and they are divided into two categories:
terrestrial (rocky) planets and gas giants."

¢ "Each planet has unique characteristics; for example, Jupiter is the largest planet, while
Mercury is the smallest and closest to the sun."

¢ "The distance between planets is vast, and it takes a long time for spacecraft to travel
between them, which is why we rely on technology to explore space."

¢ "Learning about space helps us understand our place in the universe and the science behind
how everything works."
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