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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to write a clear and concise summary of a chapter
from a literature book. They will learn how to identify key elements such as main ideas, characters,
and events, and how to express these in their own words.

Materials and Prep
A literature book that the student is currently reading
Notebook or paper for writing summaries
Pencil or pen
Highlighters (optional)
Timer (to keep track of activity times)

Before the lesson, ensure the student has read the chapter they will summarize. Discuss with them
any specific themes or characters they found interesting.

Activities

Chapter Review Discussion: Start with a discussion about the chapter. Ask the student to
share their thoughts on the main events and characters. This will help them articulate their
understanding before writing.

Highlight Key Points: Have the student go back through the chapter and highlight or
underline key sentences that capture the main ideas and important details. This visual aid can
help them focus on what to include in their summary.

Write a Draft Summary: Set a timer for 15 minutes and have the student write a rough draft
of their summary. Encourage them to use their own words and focus on the main ideas without
adding personal opinions or unnecessary details.

Peer Review: If possible, have the student read their summary out loud to a family member
or friend. Encourage feedback on clarity and completeness. They can then revise their
summary based on the feedback received.

Talking Points
"What do you think is the most important event in this chapter? Why?"
"Can you name the main characters? What role do they play in the chapter?"
"Why is it important to write a summary in your own words?"
"How can highlighting help you remember important information?"
"What do you think makes a summary clear and easy to understand?"
"How long should your summary be? Just enough to cover the main points!"
"Why is it helpful to read your summary out loud?"
"What are some words or phrases you can use to connect ideas in your summary?"
"How can you tell if your summary is too long or too short?"
"What are some common mistakes to avoid when writing a summary?"
"How does summarizing help you remember what you read?"
"What did you enjoy most about writing your summary today?"


