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Objective
By the end of this lesson, Rachel will be able to answer comprehension questions about "The Wind in
the Willows," demonstrating her understanding of the main themes, characters, and plot points in
the story. She will also develop critical thinking skills by analyzing the motivations of the characters
and the implications of their actions.

Materials and Prep
Copy of "The Wind in the Willows" by Kenneth Grahame
Notebook or journal for writing responses
Pens or pencils
List of comprehension questions (prepared in advance)
Comfortable reading space

Before the lesson, Rachel should have read the first few chapters of the book to familiarize herself
with the characters and setting. It may also be helpful to review any notes or summaries from the
chapters read.

Activities
Character Mapping:

Rachel will create a character map that outlines the main characters in "The Wind in the
Willows," including Mole, Rat, Toad, and Badger. She will note their traits, relationships, and
key actions in the story. This visual aid will help her remember who is who and their
significance in the narrative.

Discussion Questions:

Engage in a discussion about the themes of friendship and adventure in the story. Rachel will
answer questions such as, "How do the characters support each other?" and "What does
adventure mean to each character?" This will encourage her to think critically about the text.

Creative Writing:

Rachel will write a short diary entry from the perspective of one of the characters after a key
event in the story. This exercise will help her empathize with the characters and explore their
motivations and feelings.

Role Play:

Rachel will choose a scene from the book to act out. This can be done alone or with a family
member. Role-playing will enhance her understanding of character dynamics and the
emotional weight of the story.

Talking Points
"What do you think motivates Toad's reckless behavior? Is it just his love for adventure, or is
there something deeper?"
"Mole and Rat have a strong friendship. How do you think their relationship influences their
decisions throughout the story?"
"Consider the setting of the riverbank and the Wild Wood. How do these locations contribute to
the overall mood of the story?"
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"The theme of home is prevalent in the book. What does 'home' mean to each of the main
characters?"
"How does Kenneth Grahame use nature to reflect the characters' emotions and experiences?"


