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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will have a deeper understanding of the Protestant
Reformation and its impact on medieval Catholicism, including key figures, events, and theological
differences. The student will also explore how these historical developments shaped modern
Christianity and continue to influence religious thought today.

Materials and Prep
Notebook and pen for taking notes
Access to a computer or tablet for research (if available)
Printed timeline of the Protestant Reformation (can be created beforehand)
List of key figures and events in the Protestant Reformation
Access to a dictionary or thesaurus for vocabulary building

Activities

Timeline Creation: The student will create a timeline of key events during the Protestant
Reformation, marking significant dates and figures. This visual representation will help them
understand the chronological flow of events and their interconnections.

Character Exploration: The student will choose a key figure from the Protestant Reformation
(e.g., Martin Luther, John Calvin, or Henry VIII) and prepare a short presentation about their
life, beliefs, and impact on the Church. This activity encourages research and presentation
skills.

Debate on Theological Differences: The student will engage in a friendly debate on a major
theological difference between Protestantism and Catholicism, such as the authority of
Scripture versus Church tradition. This will help them articulate their thoughts and understand
differing perspectives.

Creative Reflection: The student will write a short reflective piece or a fictional dialogue
between a Protestant reformer and a medieval Catholic cleric. This will allow them to creatively
explore the tensions and conversations of the time.

Talking Points
"The Protestant Reformation was a major turning point in Christian history, challenging the
authority of the Catholic Church and leading to the rise of various Protestant denominations."
"Martin Luther's '95 Theses' sparked the Reformation by criticizing the sale of indulgences and
calling for a return to biblical teachings."
"Understanding the theological differences, such as the concept of salvation by faith alone
versus faith and works, is crucial to grasping the divide between Protestants and Catholics."
"The Reformation not only reshaped religious beliefs but also had significant political and social
implications, influencing the rise of nation-states and individual rights."
"Even today, the effects of the Reformation can be seen in contemporary Christianity, as many
denominations continue to grapple with the legacy of these historical events."


