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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will have a foundational understanding of basic Latin
vocabulary, grammar, and the cultural significance of the Latin language. The student will also be
able to recognize and translate simple Latin phrases and understand their relevance in modern
languages and history.

Materials and Prep

Notebook and pen or pencil for note-taking

Printed list of common Latin phrases and vocabulary (can be created beforehand)
Access to a dictionary or online translation tool for additional reference
Preparation of a brief history of Latin and its influence on modern languages

Activities

¢ Latin Vocabulary Flashcards: Create flashcards with Latin words on one side and their
English translations on the other. The student can quiz themselves or have someone else quiz
them.

¢ Translate the Classics: Choose a short Latin passage or phrase from a famous work (like
Caesar's "Commentarii de Bello Gallico") and work together to translate it. Discuss its meaning
and context.

¢ Latin in Modern Languages: Explore how Latin has influenced modern languages by
identifying words in English, Spanish, French, and Italian that have Latin roots. Create a mini-
poster showcasing these words.

¢ Role-Playing with Latin: Create a simple skit or dialogue using basic Latin phrases. The
student can write a short script and perform it, either alone or with family members.

Talking Points

¢ "Did you know that Latin is considered a 'dead language' because it is no longer spoken as a
native language? However, it still lives on in many modern languages!"

¢ "Latin has greatly influenced English vocabulary. For example, words like 'auditory' come from
the Latin word 'audire,’ meaning 'to hear.' Can you think of other examples?"

¢ "Understanding Latin can help you learn other languages, especially Romance languages like
Spanish, French, and Italian. It’s like having a secret key!"

e "Many scientific, legal, and medical terms are derived from Latin. For instance, 'homo sapiens'
means 'wise man.' Why do you think scientists use Latin?"

e "Latin phrases are often used in everyday life. For example, 'carpe diem' means 'seize the
day.' What do you think this phrase encourages us to do?"

¢ "Learning Latin can improve your understanding of grammar in English. For instance, knowing
how Latin verbs work can help you with English verb tenses!"

¢ "Latin was the language of the Romans, who had a significant impact on Western civilization.
What do you know about Roman culture?"

¢ "There are many Latin mottos used by schools and organizations. For example, 'veritas' means
'truth.' Why do you think truth is important in education?"
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¢ "Did you know that the Catholic Church uses Latin in its official documents? It's a way to
maintain tradition and unity."

¢ "The phrase 'Veni, Vidi, Vici' means 'l came, | saw, | conquered.' It’s a famous quote by Julius
Caesar. What do you think it says about his character?"

¢ "Many legal terms come from Latin, like 'subpoena' and 'habeas corpus.' Why do you think
lawyers use Latin?"

e "Latin is not just for scholars; it can be fun! Have you ever heard Latin phrases in movies or
songs?"

¢ "Understanding Latin can help you with standardized tests like the SAT. Many vocabulary
words have Latin roots."

e "Learning a dead language like Latin can be a unique challenge. What do you think makes it
different from learning a living language?"

¢ "Finally, remember that learning Latin is not just about the language itself, but also about the
history and culture behind it. What do you find most interesting about Latin?"
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