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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will have a deeper understanding of the role of police officers,
the skills required for a career in law enforcement, and the ethical considerations involved in
policing. The student will also explore the various paths to becoming a police officer and engage in
critical thinking about the responsibilities that come with this profession.

Materials and Prep

Notebook and pen for taking notes

Access to a computer or smartphone for research

Printed articles or resources about law enforcement (optional, if available)

Preparation: Familiarize yourself with local law enforcement agencies and their roles in the
community.

Activities
¢ Role-Playing Scenarios:

Engage in role-playing exercises where the student acts as a police officer responding to
various situations, such as a traffic stop or a community event. This helps to understand the
decision-making process and the importance of communication skills.

¢ Research Project:

Have the student research a local police department and prepare a short presentation on its
history, key initiatives, and community programs. This will give insight into how law
enforcement operates within the community.

¢ Debate on Policing Ethics:

Organize a debate on a current issue in law enforcement, such as the use of body cameras or
community policing. This encourages critical thinking and allows the student to explore
different perspectives on policing.

¢ Guest Speaker (if possible):

If feasible, arrange for a local police officer to speak with the student about their experiences
and answer questions. This firsthand insight can be invaluable and inspiring.

Talking Points

¢ "What do you think are the most important qualities a police officer should have?"

e "Why is it essential for police officers to build trust within the community?"

¢ "Can you think of a time when you had to make a tough decision? How did you handle it?"
¢ "What are some challenges that police officers face in their daily work?"

¢ "How do you think technology has changed the way police work?"

¢ "What role do you think police officers play in preventing crime?"

¢ "Why is it important for police officers to receive training in de-escalation techniques?"

¢ "How can community involvement improve policing?"

¢ "What are some misconceptions people have about police work?"

¢ "How do you feel about the portrayal of police in movies and TV shows?"

¢ "What steps do you think should be taken to improve police-community relations?"

¢ "How can police officers maintain their mental health while dealing with stressful situations?"

March 13, 2025 - Page 1 of 2



law & order, exploring the idea of joining the police force / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

¢ "What impact do you think social media has on law enforcement today?"

¢ "Why is it important for police officers to understand the law?"

¢ "What makes you interested in a career in law enforcement?"

e "How do you see yourself contributing to your community if you become a police officer?"
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