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Objective
By the end of this lesson, Brodi will have a comprehensive understanding of the evolution of
Australian cars, focusing specifically on the history of major car manufacturers like Ford, Holden, and
Chrysler. Additionally, Brodi will gain in-depth knowledge about the Chrysler Valiant, its models, and
its significance in Australian automotive history.

Materials and Prep
Access to a computer or tablet with internet for research.
Notebook and pen for taking notes.
Books or articles about Australian car history (if available).
Printouts or digital resources about Ford, Holden, and Chrysler.
Images or videos of Chrysler Valiant models for visual reference.

Activities

Timeline Creation: Brodi will create a timeline highlighting key events in Australian car
history, including the launch of significant models and the establishment of major companies
like Ford, Holden, and Chrysler. This will help visualize the evolution of the automotive industry
in Australia.

Company Research Project: Brodi will choose one of the three main Australian car
companies (Ford, Holden, or Chrysler) and conduct a deep dive into its history, iconic models,
and impact on the Australian market. This will be presented in a creative format, such as a
poster or digital slideshow.

Chrysler Valiant Exploration: Brodi will research the Chrysler Valiant, focusing on its
different models and features. This could include creating a comparison chart of various
models, discussing their unique characteristics, and what makes them special among car
enthusiasts.

Talking Points
"Did you know that the first Australian car was built in 1897? It was called the 'Benz Velo,' and
it marked the beginning of our automotive journey!"
"Ford Australia was established in 1925, and it played a crucial role in shaping the local car
industry. What do you think makes Ford unique compared to other brands?"
"Holden introduced the first all-Australian car, the 48-215, in 1948. This car is often referred to
as the 'FX' and became a symbol of Australian identity."
"Chrysler Australia was known for its innovative designs and powerful engines, especially with
the Valiant series. Have you ever seen a Valiant on the road?"
"The Chrysler Valiant was produced from 1962 to 1981 and came in various models, each with
its own unique features. Which model do you find the most interesting?"
"Understanding the history of these car companies helps us appreciate the cars we drive
today. What modern features do you think were inspired by older models?"
"Car enthusiasts often restore classic cars like the Valiant. What do you think are the
challenges and joys of owning a classic car?"
"Did you know that the Valiant was known for its durability and performance? What qualities
do you think are important for a car to be considered 'classic'?"
"Researching these companies helps us see how they adapt to changing technologies and
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consumer needs. What changes do you think are most important in car design?"
"The automotive industry has a significant impact on the Australian economy. How do you
think car manufacturing affects jobs and communities?"
"Many Australians have strong emotional connections to their cars. What car do you think
holds the most sentimental value in Australia?"
"The evolution of cars also reflects changes in society. How do you think cars have changed
the way we live and travel?"
"What do you think the future holds for Australian car manufacturers? Will they continue to
innovate or face challenges from electric vehicles?"
"Car shows and meetups are a great way to connect with other enthusiasts. Have you ever
thought about attending one?"
"Finally, remember that every car has a story. What story do you think your favorite car would
tell?"


