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Duckling Dive: Your Guide to Quack-tastic
Care!

So, you're interested in the fluffy, adorable world of baby ducks? Awesome! Ducklings are bundles of
joy, but they need specific care to thrive. Let's dive in!

Part 1: Home Sweet Home - The Brooder Box

Ducklings need a safe, warm, draft-free place called a 'brooder'. Think of it as their temporary
nursery.

 Size: Big enough for food, water, sleeping, and waddling around. It needs to grow with them!

e Bedding: Pine shavings (not cedar!), chopped straw, or paper towels work well. Keep it clean
and dry - ducklings are messy!

e Heat Source: A heat lamp (use a red bulb if possible) safely secured above one end of the
brooder. Aim for around 90-95°F (32-35°C) directly under the lamp for the first week, reducing
the temperature by about 5°F each week. Provide a cooler area so they can regulate their own
temperature. Watch their behavior: huddled means too cold, spread out and panting means too
hot.

Part 2: Nom Nom Nom - Feeding Time!

Ducklings grow fast and need the right fuel!

e Food: Use *unmedicated** chick starter feed (crumbles). Medicated feed formulated for
chickens can be harmful to ducks.

e NIACIN is CRUCIAL: Ducks need more Niacin (Vitamin B3) than chicks for proper leg and
joint development. Supplement their feed by adding brewer's yeast (about 1.5 tablespoons per
cup of feed) or offer finely chopped peas or spinach.

e Water: Constant access to fresh, clean water is vital. Use a shallow waterer designed for
chicks/ducklings to prevent drowning. Placing marbles or pebbles in the water dish can help
prevent them from getting soaked and chilled. *Never** give food without water available, as
they can choke.

Part 3: Splash Zone - Supervised Swims

Ducks love water, but baby ducklings aren't naturally waterproof yet and can get chilled or drown
easily.

e Wait until they are at least a week old and fully feathered before introducing short,
**supervised** swims.

e Use a shallow container (like a paint tray or casserole dish) with lukewarm water, only deep
enough for them to stand in.

e Limit swim time to 5-10 minutes initially.

e **Most Importantly:** Dry them thoroughly with a towel afterward and return them
immediately to the warm brooder.
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Part 4: Health Check & Common Issues

Keep a close eye on your ducklings!

e Pasty Butt: Droppings can sometimes stick and block their vent. Gently clean with a warm,
damp cloth and dry thoroughly.

e Leg Issues: Often related to niacin deficiency or slippery flooring. Ensure proper nutrition
and provide textured bedding.

e Lethargy/Not Eating: Could indicate chilling, illness, or other problems. Ensure brooder
temperature is correct and consult resources or a vet if concerned.

Part 5: Growing Up & Moving Out

As ducklings grow (around 6-8 weeks, depending on weather), they'll need more space and can
gradually transition to an outdoor coop and run, provided they are fully feathered and the weather is
mild. Ensure their outdoor home is predator-proof (raccoons, hawks, foxes love ducks!).

Part 6: The Big Commitment

Ducklings are cute, but they grow into adult ducks! Ducks can live 10+ years. They require ongoing
care, space, predator protection, and can be quite messy. Research local regulations regarding
keeping poultry. Are you prepared for the long-term responsibility?

Activity Idea: Brooder Blueprint!

Design your ideal duckling brooder on paper or using simple craft supplies. Label the essential
components: heat source, bedding area, food station, water station, and 'cool zone'. Think about ease
of cleaning and safety!
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